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I Who e're while the I Garden ( 

By one mans difbbedience Soil, now Lng 
Recover'd Paradife to all mankind, 
By one mans firm obedience fully tri'd 
Through -all temptation, and the Tempter foiiM 
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls't, 
And Eden KuVd in the wall Y 
Thou Spirit who led ft th 

Into 1 1 )cint, bis Vi&orii i 

Lgainftthe ml Foe, and ilhimthcr. 

' Bj >f the un 3j > !ll i 

A i rt wont, my prompted 

d bear through hig oun 
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h profperous wing lull famm'd to tell oi deeds 
Above Heroic, tVio\# in fecrct done, 

And unrecorded leftthfough many SO Age, 

Worthy i' havenottemain'dfo long unfung. 

Now had the great Proclaims wuh a voice 
More awfull than the (bund of Trumpet, end 
Repentance, and Heavens Kingdom nigh at hand 
To all B.univ.'d: to his great BapoTm flock d 
With aw the Regions round, and With them came 
From N«*rtf*d" Son of Jofepb deemd 
To the flood Jordan, came as then ohlairr, 
Unmarkt, unknown; but himtheBaptdtloon 
Defcri'd, divinely warn'd, and witncfsbore 
As to his worthier, and, would have refign d 
To him his Heavenly Office, nor was long 
His witnefsunconhrnvd : onbimbaptrz d 

so Heaven open'd, and in likenefs oi a Dove 
The Spirit defcended, while the Fathers ton e 
From Hcav'n pronoune'd him his beloved Son. 
That beard the Advcrlary, who roving Ml 
About the world, at ihataflbmbly bod 

< Would not be hit, and withthe voiccoivinc 

NiehThunder-ftruck, th' exalted man,townonf 

Suck high atteft was giv'n, a while Survey d 
With wonder, then with envy, baugnt and rage 
Flies to his place, nor cefts, but m mid air 
<o To £ luuncel (ummons all his mighty Peers, 

Within thick Cloud m-foldinyoW^ 

A doomy Confiftory ; and them amidlt 
With looks as andfadhethusbefpak 

O ancient powers of mdi 
For much more willingly I mei 
This our old Co:hiuc1>, tV . remembei leU 
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Our hated habitation ; well ye know 
How many Ages, as the ) <<\ men, 
Thr; Univerfc we bave poffeft, andrul'd 

i*In manner at our will th' aflaii i Earth, 
Since Adam and his facil contort Eve 
Loft Paradife deceiv'd by me, though fince 

With dread attending wht th wound 

Shall be in Hided by the S 
Upon my bead, long the dec: I 1 Lav 'n 

Delay, tor longclh'imc to him is i'hort • 
And now too Ibon tor us the circling boUB 
'I 'his dreaded time have compaft, wherein we 

Muftbide the ftroak of that kmgthreatn'd wound, 

««At Lull it (b we can, and by the head 

Broken be not intended all our power 

To be infiing'd, our freedom and our being. 

In this fair Empire won of Earth ai dr- 

For this ill news I bring, the Woman 

Dcllin'd to this, is hue of Woman born, 

His Birth to our jult fear g ao fmail a 

But bis growth now to youths full fiowr, difp! -ig 

All vertl ie grace and wild- >m i dv.eve 
Things highelf, greateft, multiplies my fear. 
7°Beforehim a great Prophet, to proclaim 
His coming, i nt Harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in (he Confecn ted : vta 
Pretends to wafli off fin, and I tern Co 

Purifed to re rather 

To do Mm h » their King , all < ■; 

And be himfett* a mgthemv .ptr/AI, 

Not to be : purr, bur to ro 

TheTetfdmonyof 

Thenceforth the Nation 
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■■..-. Pronhcr do him reverence, on him riling 

Ottb W^r.lk.v'n above thcUouds 

U thence on behead 

A pc rfca Dove defcend, what e're it meant 
And out of Heav'n the Sov'raign vo.ee 1 heat 
Vlns :s my Son bclov'd in him am pica* d. 
His * then is mortal, ^his&re. 

He who obtains the Monarchy of Hcayn, 

Sd bat wiU be not do to advance his Son? 

Hisfirft-besot we know, and fore have rclt, 
."^nh.sLcethunderdroveustothcaccp, 

V this is we muft learn, for man hefcem, 
■ l n lineament., though in his race 

W T limpfo of his Fathers glory fane, 
r y e |£ our danger on the utmoft edge 
Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 
But ^nhfomethmg hidden be oppos'd, 
Not force but well couch'd fraud, well woven fiiarcs, 
F'rc in the head of Nations he appear 
Their ^ their Leader, and Suprcunon Earth. 
IC .I, v. ,no other durlt, iolc undertook 
The difaal expedition to hnd out 

And ruine A&, *& ** «P loit P"*** d 

Successfully"; a calmer Voyage now 

Will waft me 5 and the way found Wp KW once. 

Induce, bell to hope of like luccds. 

Heen. I, and! rords impreff »**«, 

Of much amazement to th' infernal Ci e* ., 
Diftraftcd and furpffe'd With deep difoiay 
Atthefe m tidings; but no time was then 
noForloncr indulgencetothar earsor grief - 

Unanimous they all commit tne cm- 

f> n \ m.nooe^eat of this mam enuroi KM 






'aradije t^egatm 

To him their great Die ur, whofe attempt 

At firft a^aiulVm ind lb Well had thriv'd 
In Adam '.-.->'. nd leu their march _ 

From Hell's dcep-vv 1 Den to dwell in light, 
Regents and Potentates, and Kings, yea gods 
Of many a pleafant Realm and Province wide. 
So to the Coall of Jordan he directs 
[3°His c ' ine l ^'P ; > girded h fnaky wiles, 
Where he might hkeliefr, find thisnew-declar'd, 

This Man or men, 'led Son of God, 

Temptation and all guile on him to try j 

So tolubvcrt whom he iiifpected raisM 

To end his Reign on Earth lb long enjoy'd : 

But contrary unweeting he fulfil I'd 

'I he purpo.s'd Counfei pre-ordaii\'d and hxt 

Of the molt High, who in full rreqti e bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gtf£«f/ failing (pake. 

lioGobkl this day by proof thou (halt behold, 
Thou and all Angels converf ant on Earth 
With manor mens affairs, how I begin 
To verifie that folemn meffage late, 
On which 1 Tent thee to the Virgin pure 
In Gahlee, that (he fhould bear a Son 
Great in Renown, and call'd the Son of God ; 
Then toldll her doubting how theft things could be 
To her a Virgin, that on herfhouki come 
The Holy Ghoft, and the power of the higheft 

HO*re-0iadow her: this man bom and now up-grown, 
To (hew him worthy of his birth Divine 
Anil high pro ion, henceforth I < 
To Satan : let him tempt and now a ; 
His uimoit fabtilty becaufc be boafts 
Anch hisj ig to ,n g 
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OfhisApofWk^mifihtharelewnt 
Lcfsova ping, fince he fail a»J^, 

Whofe conltant perlevcrance overcame 
WhateVehis cruel mahec could invent. 
ijcHenov/rtuillknowl can produce a man 
Of female Seed, far abler to refcft 

AU his foUicitatioos, and at lenctb 

All ,ailtorce,anddr.velnrnbacktoHeU 

Winning by Conqueftwto the firft man loft 

By fallacy fiirpri/.U But firft I mean 
TocxcrcifcbimintheWddcrncIs, 

1 There he mall firft lay down the mdimcn J 
Of his great warfare, eYc T lend hnn forth 
To conquer Sin and Death the two grand fees, 
Humiliation and fh-ongSulkrame: 

.And all the world, and mafsof finfull iicih, 
That all the Angels and /Ethtnal I owers, 
•] !u p now, and men hereafter may ditcern. 
From what conlummatc venue I have cholc 
This perfect Man, by merit call d my ban, 
To earn Salvation for the Sons of men. 

So fpake the Eternal Father, audaU Heaven 

Admiring ftood a fpace, then into Hymns 
t7 oBurft Earth, ^ in CcleiHal refutes mov d, 

Ci, iing the Throne and Singmg, while the luud 

Sung with the voice, and this the argument. 
s I Triumph tothe Son oi Ood 

No' entring his great duel, not ot arms, 

But to vanquiih by wifdom helhlh v. • 

The Fathe? knows the Son j therefore fecure 

Ventures his filial Vcrtue, though until 0, 

Againft what e're may tempt, what e re feot 
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Allure, or terrific, or undermine. 

Ik: fruftratc all yefbatagems of Hell, 
And dcvilhfh machinations come to nought. 

So they in Hcav'u their Odes and V s tun'd: 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet feme days 

Lodg'd in Betbabara where baotiz'd, 

Muung and much revolving in his .1 v, ■ 

How be 11 the migh t y work he mig ' it begin I 

Of Saviour to m ind, and 5 eh way firft I 

Publifh hi.; God-like office now 1 e, _ I 

One day forth walkM ;i'!one, the Spirit leading; I 

'-'-'And hi ip thoughts, the 1 cer toconverfe I 

With (blitude, rill" far from track of men, ^ | 

Thought fottowioj ;ieplcdon, 

He entred now the Dorderinj . n. wild, 
And with dark (had< envi 'd round, 

His holy Medisationsthuspurfu'd. 

O what a multitude of though. once 

Awakn'd in me fwatm, while 1 confider 
What bom within 1 fed my (elf, and hear, 

What from without & hen to my ears, 

■eo£l| (hrting with my | int I r*d. 

When I was yet a Child, no chiMim ] f 

To me was pleafing, aU m 

Serious to learn and know, and thene* • . 

What might be pubUck g< od ; myl ght 

Born to end, bom all 

All righte< '■>' >'' 

The Lfl i 1 r : > 

Made it i ioIc delight, n it g 

Toft •'', that i 

• ' 1 l:i. fur'de efixy< , " 

J ve: 






Para 



m id. 













The Teachers of our Law, and to propofe 

What might improve my knowledge or then own ; 
Andwasadmirdbyall, yet tins not all 
To which my Spirit afpir'd, victorious deeds 
Flam'dinmyhearr, heroic aits, one while 

To refold/**/ from the Roman yoke, , 

Then tolubdue and quel o're all the earthy 
Brute violence and proud Tyranmck pow r, 
,„TiU truth were freed, and equity reltor d : 
Yet held it more humane, more heavenly brit 
Bv winning words to conquer willing hearts, 
And make perfwafiondo the work o -fear ; 
At lead to try, and teach the erring Soul 
Not wilfully mil-doing, but unware 
Mined; the ftubborn only to deltroy. 
Thefe lowing thoughts my Mother loon perceiving 
By words at times call forth inly rcjoyc d, 
And faid to me apart, high are thy thoughts 
'3=0 Son, but nouritti them and let them loar 
To whathighth facred vertue and true worth 
Can raifethem, though above example high ; 
By matchlefs Deeds exprefs thy matchlefs Sire. 
For know, thou art no Son of mortal man, 
Though men eltecm thee low of Parentage, 
Thv Father is the Eternal King who rules 
All Heaven and Earth, Angels and Sons of men, 
A roeilenger from God fore-told thy birth 
Conceiv'd in me a Virgin he fore-told 
3 <°Thou mould ft be great and fit on D#Vtd s 1 nront, 
And of thy kingdom there (hall be no end. 
At thy Nativity a glorious Quire 
Of Angels in the 'fields oiBttbkbm Cw- g 
To Shepherds watching at their folds by night, ^ 
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■ „d told mem the Meffiah now was born, 
Where they might fee him, and to thee they camei 
Directed to the Manger where thou lais't, 
For in me Inn was left no better room : 
A Star not fecn before in Heaven appearing 
: joG'uidcd the Wife Men thither from the Eaft, 
To honour thee with Incenic, Myrrh, and Gold, 
By whole bright courfe led on they found the place, 
Affirming itthy Star new gv/nm Heaven, 
By which they knew the King ollfrael born. , 
Tuft Simeon and Prophetic^, warn'd 
By Vifion found thee in the Temple, and fpake 
Before the Altar and the vefted Pne&, 
Like things of thee to all that prcftntltood, 
This having heard, ftraight 1 again revolv d _ 
»««>The Law and Prophets, fetching what was wni 
Concerning the Meiliah, to our Scribes 
Known partly, and foon found or whom they ipake 
I am ; thjs chiefly, that my way mutt he 
Through many a hard allay ever, to the death, 
Pre I thepromis'd Kingdom can attain, 
Or work Redemption for mankind, whole fins 
Full weight rauft be iv.uisfcrrMupoii my head. 
Yetneitherihusdilkarten'dordilmay'd, 

The time prefixt 1 waited, when behold 
-TheBaptilt, (ofwhofc I 1 oh had! d, 

Not new by fight) now come, -as to come 

Before Meflkh awj hi 
IasallotiK tohisBaptifmcame, 

Which I b i but 

Strait kn ithloud, prodair. 

Me him (i hew^n him fo from He. > 

Me him whe get he was j and tint 
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RerusMonmehisBapafin to confer, 
Asmuchb reater, and was hardly won j 
*8og ut asl role out of the laving dream, 

HcavonoponMlicrclcnv.il doors, hum whence 

The Spirit defended on roe like aDove, 

And laft the Rim chill, my Father's voice, _ 
Audibly hoard from Hoav'n, nronoune'd mc his, 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 
Ho was well pleas'd ; by which I knew the time 
Now full, that I no morefhould live obfeure, 
But openly begin, as bell becomes 
The Authority v/hich I denv'd from Heaven. 
**>Attd now by fbmc iirong motion I am led 
Into this Wildemefs, to what intent 
I Learn not yet, perhaps I need not know ; 
For What concern; my knowledge God reveals. 

So fpakeout M< irningStar then in his rile, 
And I K>king round on every fide beheld 
Apatlilcf'JX'fcrt, dusk with horrid Uiades ; 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by humane fteps untrod ; 
AndhclVillonwasled, but with fuch thoughts 
3 ooAccompaniod of things pall and to come 
Lodg'd in his breft, as well might recommend 
Such Solitude before choice-it Society. 
Full forty days hcpafc'd, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in ihady vale, each night 

Under thecovert of tome ancient Oak, 

Or Cedar, to defend him from the d. 

Or harbour'din one Cave, is not reveaPd i 

Nor tafted humane food, nor hunger kit 

Till thole days ended, hungerM then at laft 

-Among wild Bcafci : they at his light grew mild, 
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Hor (lecping hinuior waking harm'd, his ,. 

The fiery Serpent fled, and noxious Worm, 

The Lion and fierce Tiger giardaloof. 
But now an i 3 man in Rural weeds, 
Following, asfeeafd, the qiu:ft of fomc Array c, 
Or wither'd Hicks to gather ; which might ferve 
Againll a Winters day whop ids blow keen, 
To warm him v/et return'd i held at Eve, 
He law approach, who firilwith ( us eye 
3:0 Porus'd him, then with words thusutt 'red (pake. 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men, who pais 

Jn Troop or Caravan, ford; none 
Doric ever, who return'd, and dropt not here 
His Carcais, pin'd with hunger and with droughth? 
I ask the rather, and the mo dmire, 
For that to me thou (ecm'fl the man, whom lute 
Our new baptizing Prophet at the Ford 
Of '~/W,?» honour d (b, and caU\l thee Son 
»oOf God j Ifawand beard, for we fometimes 

Who dwelt this wild, conftrain'd by want, come forth 
To Town or Village nigh (m: lb Jar) 
Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear, 
What happ'ns new 5 Fame alio 6nds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. \\ hob ;htme hither 

Will bring me hence, no other Gui 

By Miracle he mi lvply'd the Swain, 
What other way 1' fee not, for we hi 
Live on tougi 1 1 1 ftubs, to t h ir It mur'd 

:oMovc than the' iel, and to drink g< ir, 
Men to much n id hardftip bom ; 

ui if thou be the Son pfGod, Command 

That out of 1 e hard ftones be ma hce bread ; 
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Whom, thus aafwer'd th ATCft i ienu 

Living my dolorous Pafoncn,o ? 

I came among the Sum °K*4 ,5^ ^ 
""InXta » dbU Angck he prop, d 

Ofallh lS fl.t.crU,gProp>ctsgUbbd At. 

To his dcftrua.on, bI bad 10 charge. f 
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Forwhai b > ; hi hav ift 

Muchluftri ol r nati 6» loft 

To bebelov'd of< <od, I hav 

To [ ve, ai Icaft com sndwdni 

Wbai [fteexctl i 

Or vt' ■ '">, I (b< io have Soil ail fen 

What can be then It fs in me than del 

To lee thee and - '■'■ 

Deckr'dtbcSonolGod, eohe am 

•Thy. n, and be! ' ■ = thy God-like^ i ? 

Men gem rally lil!n!< me*nuch afoe 

To au mankind : why fay I ? onie 

Kcverdid wro orvielei m 

lid! r.< hatlioft, rati them 

; gain'd what I have gain'd, and with lw al 

C ijner in thefe Regions World, 

It'notdilpolcr, lend them oft mj aid, 

On my advice byprd 

Andanfwere, oracles, port and dreams, 

Whereby tb ■■ may dircv. ihrirfatuf 

Envytheyl exdcesmc, thus cc in 

Companions of my mhcry and wo» 

At firft k may be 5 butlo » 

tf ever acquainted, new ! >S 

Thatfetiowflspmpai id 
Nforlightens aught each ; 
Small conlbktion tkn, re mai 
This iilefi) 

Manfali'nfl refto Im 

Del 

B 4 l J l! 
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4i°IntoiheHcav'nofHe;i-« , tlioucom'll nuked, 
Asa poor niilcrabic captive thrall, 
Comes to the placewhere he before had (at 
Among the Pnowin Splendour, now depos'd, 

Ejected, emptied, gaz'd, unpiiicd, llum'd, 

■ A fpeSacle o ' ruin of of (corn 

To all the Holt ofHeayen i the happy place 

Imp «a K> thee no happinefs, no joy, 
Rather inflames thy tonnnit, repreienong 
Loft blifs, to thee no move communicable, 
4 „So never more in Hell then when m Heaven. 
But thou art (crviceablc to Heavens Bang. 
Wilt thou impute to obedience what thy tear 
Extorts, or pleaiiire to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to mifilccm 
Of righteous^, then cruelly to afflict him 
WirhaU irifliabns, but his patience won ? 
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The other ferviee wastbvchofeii M 

To be a liar in four hundred mouths j 

For lying is thy fuftenance, thy food. 
te°Yetthou pretend'ft to truth ; all Oracles 
By thee are giv'n, and what confeft more true 
Among the Nations? that haih been thy craft, 
By mixing iomewhat true to vent more lies. 
But what have been thy anfwers, what but dark 
Ambiguous and with double fenfe deluding, 
Whtclthey whoask'd b-vc feldom underftood, 
And not well and* >-l as good not known ? 
Who ever by cemfuiting at thy (bine 
Retura'dthewiler, or the more inftrucfc 
44©To ihe os follow what concern^ him moll, 
And run not (boner to his fetal (hare ? 

For God haih jultly giv'n the Nations up 
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To thy Dclulions ; juftly, fince they fell 
Idolatrous, but when In ; purpoft is 

Among them to declare bifl Providence 
To thee not known, whence haft thou then thytruth| 
But from him or his Angel-; Prefident 
In every Province, who thcmfelves draining 
To approach thy Temples give thee m command 
4 5oWhat CO the linallefl: title thou (halt fay 
To thy Adorers ; thou with trembling fear, 
Or like a Fawning Parahre obey'fi: ; 
Then ro thy (elf alcrib'ft the truth fore-told. 
But this thy glory (hall be loon retrenched ^ 
No more lhallthou by oracling abufe 
The Gentiles j henceforth Oracles arc ceaft, 
And thou no more with Pomp and Sacriiice 

Shalt be enquired at Ddphos or eiiewherc, 
Atlcaftirlvain, for they (Trail find tbee EBOtfc 
<* c God hath now lent bis living Oracle ■ 
Into the World to teach his final will. 
And (ends his Spirit ofTfUtb henceforth to dwell 
In pious Hearts, and inward Oracle 
To all truth requifite for men to know. 

Sofpakeour Saviour; but the fubtle Fiend, 
Though inly ilung with anger and difHain, 
Diflembfd, and this Anlwer fmooth returned. 
Sharply thou haft infilled on rebuke, 

AndurgMmehard withdoings, which not will 

But mifery hath v 1 from me ; where 
4?r:Ealily canft ihou find one miierablc, 

And not infore'd oft-times to part from truth ; 
it may Hand him more infteadto Ive, 
id unlay, iter, or abjbrc? 

But thou art plac'i thou art Lord 9 
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From thcc I can ind mf &*?**?** 
Check on laatofrapefoqui t. 

Save the ways of truth, aod rough to wak, 

g£ detail &** .^^ 

^nd tuneable as Sit- a*****?*' 
XViu lerihenifHclighttoheai . 

* ue who follow nothcr lore: pernucme 

1 Ltleaft, thoughl^rtoanam. 

Thy Father, who ishoTy, «fe andpure, 
I Suffers the Hypocrite or i^cousPneft 

I To tread hisSacred Courts ^muufter 

^Prayingor mowing, afldwuch&f dhu voice 
To^LwRepiSate, aPropbetyet 

• Infoir'd; difdalnnotruchaceefetome. 
^o4omour Saviour wkhunaWdbr^. 

Thv coming hidier, though I know ^.tof* 
IbWaotorrorbiajdoasJoufindft : , 
Pcrmiffionfioma^verthouamftnotmpre, 

He added not j and Satan bowing low 
His gray diflimulation, dtfappeard 
Into thm Air dfcM:fo ? now began 

"•W- ts s#ft£ *, 
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PAKADISE REGAM'D, 



The Second BOOK. 



0] wthiletl 'V:, who yet remain 
fa Jordan v.'iiht'n , and had Icen 

lira whom they heard Pd 

Jcliis Miiliah Son ofGodi 

And on that high Auth .-livM, 

And with him r-iikt, m d, I mean 

Andrew axvi Simon, fai wn 

With others though in 1 1 Writ not nam'd, 

Now miffing bimthiri d, 

So lately I id, an gone, 

E tn to 

Andas-the da; i« rei as'dt doubt 

Sometircu 

knd fcra tii 

;.■»■. 

And th 

Rode up !.- . ai '" ■■ 

There*" 

Soughi 

Tl Tid 

Machert* 
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'AtoebarmM each Town or City wall* 
Cmdusiidethe broad lake Gtnezaret, 

Then on the bank of Jordan, by a Creek: 
m^e^indswithR&andOfiej.wbirpnng 

Plain Fiflurrmen, no greater men them call, 
Clofe in a Cottage low t< >get ber got 

Thr unexpected lofs and plaints out brca h d. 
3 ,Alas, from that iugh hope to what reh n Mc 
Unlook'dforarcwclaU'n, out eyes khdd 

Meiiiah certainly now come, in long 
| Expeaed of our Fathers j we have heard 

Swords, hiswifdom full or grace and truth, 

I Now, now, for lure, deh.mnceisa hand, 

The Kingdom (hall to JjWbe refior* ,x 
Thus wcrejojx'd, but foon our joy ,s turn d 

Into perplexity and new amaze : 
For whither is he gone, what accident 
40 Lth rapt him from us ?w,ll he now retire 

After appearance, and again prolong 
Ourexpeaation ? God or JJrael, 
Send thy Meffiah forth, the time is come , 
Behold the Sings of the Ear* how the W^ 
Thy chofen, rowhathighththir pow r UPJUK 
They have exalted, and behind .hemcaft 
All fear of thee, arife and Vindicate ■ 
Thy Glory, free thy people from Off yoke, 
But -let us wait; thus for he hath per harm 4, 
soSent his Anointed, and to us reveal a him 

Byhis great Prophet, pointed at and foown. 

In publick, and with him wehave convers d , 
Letusbcgladofthis, and all our fears 
Lay on his Providence 5 he will not hul 
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Kor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 

Mock oswith hi, bled fight, then fii itch him hence, 
Soon wemallfa our hop:-, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaii • hi >pc relume 

To find whomat the 6rft they found unf ought: 

«°But to his Mother M.irj, whet law 

Others rcturn'd from Baptifin, not her Son, 

Nor left at Jordan, tidingiot lej 

Within her brcll, though- 1; berbreft though pure, 

Motherly caresand fears got hi I, andnuVd 

Some troubl'd thou; bich ihc in fighs thus clad. 

O what avails nu our high 

Tohaveronccv'd of God, or that falutc 
Hale highly fevoiirM, among men bled j 
While i to farrows am no Id' "t, 

7" And fears as eminent, abotr< lot 

Of other women, bythebi I bore, 

I n (iich a leafon born WfiCl • a Shed 

Could be obtainV. to lb m or 1 » i 

From the bleak air; aStablewas -mth, 

A Manger his, yet I- 't to fly 

Thence into Egyft» til! the MuxdYc ng 
fere dead, who fought his ..-, and miffing fiil'd 
fith Infant blood tl versof/; 5ew; 
From Egypt home returned, mNa b 
j So Hath been our dewlling many years, his life 
Private, unactive, cairn, contemplative, 
Little fufpicious do any King ; but now 
Full grown to Man, acknowkdg'd, aslhear, 
byJoi»thc ptift, and in pubJick fiiown, 

Son own\l from Heaven by his Father's \ 

IiookMior fomegr< ' ar? no » 

But mble, asoldSimoi told, 

Kor t ™" 
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fhattotl fallandriffflgbefliould be 
Ofmany inljM, ■ toafign 

lga inft, that thwugh my very Soul 
/ ordM pierce, this is my hwoWdlot, 
M >n to Afflictions high; 

edl maybe, icfeefflS, andblcitj 
1 will n« argueibat, nor will repine. 
IVtrv dekysbenow? fome great intent 
Cona .im: when twclv e years he fcarcc had le< 
I';, ;1 I . butfofound, as welll faw 
H Inotloofehimfelfi but went about 

His Father's bufinefs ; what be meant I musd, 
Sine underltand i much more his abfenee . >w 
Thus long tofomeg i purpofc he obtcures, 
i But [to v.':ul with patience am inur'd ; 
f My heart hath been a (fore-^oufe long ot things 
1 And fayings laid up, portending ftrauge events. 
Thus Mary pondring oft, and ofew mind 
Recalling what remarkably bad pais'd 
Since lr.il her Salutation heard, \vuh thoughts 
Meekly* compo^d awaited thefulhUiag : 
, w ThewmleherSon tracing the Dcfeit wild, 
e but with holieft Meditations ted, 
Into himlclf defended, and at once 

Allhil ' -cat work to come bdorehun let i 

How to begin, how toaccomphflibeft 
His end of being on Earth, andmiffionmgh: 
F<»r Satan with Gyc preface to return 
Had kit him vacant, an< ith fpeed was gon 
Up to the rmddli Region of thic k Air, 
Where all his Potentates in Conned tare; 
-soTW without fign ofboaft, or fignorjoy 

SuHicitoiusamj Hunk he tinu began. 
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Prince^ 1 us antient Sons, /Ethereal Thran 

Demonian Spirits now, from the Element 
Each ofhis reign allotted, rigfai calTd, 
Powci of Fire, Air, Wafer 9 and Earth beneath, 
So may we id our place and thefemild feats 
Without new i rouble ; fucb an Enemy 
Isris'n to invade us, whom no left 

Threat'n -/ar expullion down to Hell y 

I, as J tine and wuh the vote 

f3©Contenting * n futtfreequeace^ iwr*d, 

Have found him, vie\v\lhim, taftedhico, but find 

Far other labour to beuadergon 

Than when 1 dealt wil Sfft or Men, 

Though uidam by his W iv iluremciu fell, 

Howeverto this Man interior tar, 

]t he be Man by Mothers fide at leall. 

With more than human IB Heaven adorn' 

Perfections abfolute, G. s divine, 

And amplitude of mind to greateft Dced<. 

Therefore 1 am rei urn\J, left con ace 

Of my fuccels wichJE-ut in Paradilc 

Deceive yc to pcvliiufion over-lure 

Of like Succeeding here : I liimnv II 

Rathe r to be in iinefs, with hand 

Or couo (el do ai ; left I who crit 

Tfeouaht none my alj now be over marchU 

So i'pake the old Serpent douhum ind trom all 

, ith clamour VI thir u|iftoft aid 

Achiscomr ; whea&oa m'oic 

/chediffi rittbat tell, 

Theienfiiatteft, 
M hei it Incu 

Sci 

Amon; 
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Among da»gt« ■ i " fm ™ ** *"£ foimd ' 
S the noon SHejiac^hkcto^deffe 

T i ral Creatures, graceful! and d.lc.ecr, 

Expert in amorous Am, enchanting tongues 

: Perluanve, Virgin majefty with otf 
,«oAnd iv/cct allay'd, yet KfTlble to approac h, 
Skill'dto retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them CangPd in Amorous Nets. 
Such objefi hath the power to forVn -^ 
SevcrclV temper, (month the rugged f ; biow, 
Enervc, and with voluptuous hope, chflo vc, 
Draw out witheredulousdefirc and lead 

M At will the manlielt, rcfoluteft bred, 
As the Magnetic hurdelUron draws 

W Women, when nothing dfc, bcgujM the heart 

Ofwi(clt5o/tfwo», and made him bUiM, 
"MdmadehimbowtotheGodsolhrAV.vc, 

To whom quick anlwcr Satan thus return ,i. 
M* in much uneven icale thou weigh It 
All others by thy ielfj becaufe or old 
Thou thy felt" doat'it on womankind, admiring 
Thirfhape, thir colour, and t»n&m grace, 
NonearJ, thou think'ft, but taken with uch toys. 
Before the Flood thou with thy lulty Crt W, 

Falle tid'd Sons of God, roaming the Earth 

rtoCalt wanton cyeson the daughters or men, 
Andcoupl'd with them, and begot a race. 
Have wc not fecn, or by relation heard, 
In Courts and Regal Chambers how . hou lurk It, 
In Wood or Grove by moflie Fountain tide, 
In Valley or green Meadow to way-lay 
Some beauty rare, CaHJto, Cljmcnc* ^ 
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Daphne, or Semele, Amiopa, 

Or Amymovc, Syr , many more 

Too long, then y feapes on name; .idorM, 

A folio, Neptune, Jufuer or PtfM, 

Satyr,, or Fawn, or Silvan ? Butthcie haunts 

Delight not ail, among the Sons of Men, 

How many have with a finiie made iir.ull account 

Of beauty and her lures, eafily icorn'd, 

All her adaults, on worthier thi intent ? 

Remember that VelL-an Conquerour, 

A Youth, how all the Beauties of the Eaft 
He flightly viewM, and (lightly overpaid \ 
How he. fimam'd of Africa difmifs'd 

sooln his prime youth the fair Iberian Maid. 

Tor Solomon he liv'd at Cafe, and full 
• Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher defign than to enjoy his State ; 
Thence to the bait of Women lay expos'd ; 
But he whom wc attempt is wifcr far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 
Made and fet wholly on theaccompliihmcnt 
Of grcuteft things , what Woman will you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the I t, 

*iaOn whom hisleifure will vouchfare as 
Of fonddefire? or mould (he con! it, 
As fitting Open a 'd on Beauties 1 hrone, 
Defeend with all her winning charms begirt 

To enamour,;.: ne ol nut* 

Wrought tr ate ton tellj 

How would one look •* brow 



Seated as on the top of Venn 

Dilamm'.iance her j'd, and put to rout, 

ii In grj I *> 
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•MOrcura toreverei w? for ' ityftand* 
In the admiration only of weak minds 
I^dcaptiv* ; cwfeto admire, and all her Plumes 
Fall flat and ftarii into* crii toy, 
At ev< fudden Qighting tjuite abafltt : 
Therefore wuh manlier obje&s we muft try 
Hisamibncy, with Rich as have more Ihew 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular pratfe 5 
Rod on grcateft Men have oteeft wr< ck d ; 

Or that which only feems to fatisfie 

,3oLawfull defiresof blature, not beyond j 
And now I knowhe hungers where notood 

Is to be found, in the wild \\ ildcrnds, 

The reft commit to me. IftaUletpafe 

No advantage, and his ftrength as oft allay. 

Heceas'd, and heard their grant m loud acclaim, 
Then forthwith to him Cakes a cbofen band 
Of Spirits hkc-iho himfetf in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beckappear, 
if caufe were to untold feme aihve Scene 
hoOI ariousPerfomttach to know bis part^ 

Tfeen to the Dcfert takes with thele his lught; 
• Where ftill from lhade to Oiade tlu- Son of God 
After forty days fafting had fannnftM, 
Now bungring firft, and to huniell- thus I 

Where will this end? tour times ten d -s 1 h 
Wandriog tfes woody maw^and humane rood tpaa 

Nor tafted, nor had appetite • that 1 
To Venue I impute not, or count pari 
Of what I fuller here; if Nature need not, 
-Or God (upporr. Nature without repaft 
Though needing, what praifeis it to endurc 1 
But now I feel, I hunger, which, de< 



faradifeKm ^ 



29 









Mature tth fl bat ft ;; yet God 

Caniatisfie that i I fonic 01 ', 

Thoughhungcr I in \ Co it remain 

Without this bo. , [content me, 

Andfrofl nunc no harm, 

Nor mind it, fed ith better thought that feed 

Mc hungring more to do my Fathers will. 
- fi0 Jc was the hour oi night, when thus the Son 
CommunM in iilent walk, then laid him down ; 
Under the hofpitabk covert nigh 

Of trees thick interwoven j there he flepr, 
And dreanvd, as appetite is wont t i 'ream, 
Of meats and drinks Natures n -fhment fweet 5 
\ Him thoughtJie by the Brook of Cberttb ilood 
And (i\v the Raven.; with their \v amy beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing 1 \ and Morn, 

Tkragh ravenous, taught to abftain from what they 

He law the Prophet alio how he Hed (brought ; 

Into the Deierr, and bow there he flejjt 

Under a Juniper ■ then how awak't, 

He found his Supper on the G pan i, 

And by the Angel was bid x at, 

Andcattheiecond 1. cer iS\ 

.Theihxngeh whereof iuthe'd bun forty days; 

Sometimes that with Ehjahht partook, 

Or asaguelt with Dan- t hisPuile. 

Thus wore out night, and now the H irk 

°Left his ground-ncfta high jtodifcry 

Thcmornsapproach, andgreet hcr.v kg: 

As lightly fronvbisgrafly couch up 

Our Saviour, andfoundall was buta o, 

Faftinghe went to deep ■'• 

Up to a hill anon his i 

From 
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From whole high top to ken the prolog round, 
tf Cottage werein new, Shccp-cotc or Hod ; 

But Cottage, Mere! or Sheep-cote none he faw, 

Only in a bottom fawaplcafent Grove, 

s-oWithchauntof tuncfull Birds refolding loud ; 
lather he bent his way, deter mm d there 
To reft "t noon, and entr'd loon the hade 
Hi-h rook and walks beneath, and alleys brown 
That open'd in the mid ft a woody Scene, 
Natures own work it leem'd ( Nature taught Art ) 
And toa Super (litious eye the haunt , 

Of Wood-Gods and Wood-Nymphs ; he view d « 
When fuddenly a man before him ftood, (round, 

Not ruftic as before, but feemher clad, 
•Asone id City, or Court or Palace bred. 
And with fair Ipeech thele words to him addrefc d. 

With granted leave officious 1 return, 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild Iblitude fo long mould bide 
Of all things deftitutc, and well I know, 
Not without hunger. Others of lome note, 
As ftory tells, have trod this Wildcrnets ; 
The fugitive Bond-woman with her Son 
Out calf Nebaiotb, yet found he relict 
,.oBy a providing Angel ; all the race 
Of ljrael here had tamilh'd, had not God 
Rain'd from Heaven Manna, and that Prophet bold 
Native of Tbcbts wandring here was led 
Twice by a voice inv iting him to eat, 
Of thee thefe forty days none hath regard,, 
Forty and more deferred here indeed. , 

Towhomthuslelus ; what conclude thou hence. 
They all had need, las thou feeft have none. 
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How hall thou bun i? Satan repiy\], 

•*°Tettmeif Food were now before rhec fee, 
Would' ft thou not cat? Thereafter as I like 
Tin- giver, anfwcr\i Jefitt, Why ihould that 
Caufc thy rchifal, (aid the fubtlc Fiend, 
Haft thou not right to all Created things, 
Ow not all Creatures by juft right to thee 
Duty and jer vice, nor to ftay.tili bid, 
But tender all their power? nor mention I 
Meats by the Law unclean, or ofFcr'd lirft 
To Idols, thole young Daniel could rcfufc : 

93oNor prolfer'd by an Enemy, though who 
Would fcruple that, with want oppreft? Behold 
Nature albam'd, or better tocxprefi, 
TroubPd that thou fhoukPft hunger, hath purvey'd 
From all the Elements her chokeft ftore 
To treat thee asbcieems, and as her Lord 
With honour, only deign to fit and eat. 

lie (pake no dream, tor as his words had end 5 
OurSaviourliftingup his eyes beheld 
In ample (pace under the broad*. ft Ihade 

3 4 r;A Table richly (pred, in Regal mode, 

With difhcspilPd, and meats of noblcftfort 

And favour, Beaftsof chali, or Fowl of game, 
In Paftry built, or from the fpit, or boyPd, 
Gris-amher-lleanvd • all Fifh from Sea or Shore, 
Frefhet, or purling Brook, of (hell or Hn, 
And exquifueft name, for which was drain'd 
Toners and £ ine Bay, and Afrk Coaft. 
Alas how fimple, co thele Catcs compared, 
Was that crude Apple that dive I Eve ! 
3;oAnd at altately fide-board by the wine 

That fragrant imeil diffus'd, in order ftood 
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fat lift KegMtid. 

Till feline yontfes rich dad, of taircr how I 

KmG* Jar H^, diftant more 
JX^T^nnv ip'd, now folmn flood 

Nymphs of Detrain, and iW« 

W^Wand flowers from <*"*"""* 

Fairer than frign'd or od or hhid Imcc 
On^nvn-> m (cUmermtorcftw 1 de 

*oBy Knights of Z, -, or of ig»* 

ifiShte while harmoniota Airs were hoard 

of cUtSog fixings, orcharmkgm-nd wmds 
nf o«nrleft Eale /sr^w» odors rann d 

&^^^^{#^^ 

. Such was the fplcndour, and the I empter now 

His invitation eiirneilly anew d. 

wLdoubuthcSonofC^atol^.ndcat? 

Thefe are not fruits forbidden, no interdui 

SSctftuchingofthefeViancfepure, 

57 °Sfe no knowfedge, works at kdttf** 

But lifc prdcrvc, dcrtrovs l.tcs enemy, . 

Thy gentle Miniftew, who come to pay 

jS „A„dwhov,,*hokls my powTtta »gh»° "* • 

SlnlU receive by gift what of my <■■ 3 : 

Whcnnndwhu cite me beft, U >;> command . 

lean at will, doubt IK** aflooji *, 

CommundaTublcmihisWiiac H 
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And call fwifc flights of Angels miniftrant 
Array VI in Glory on my cup to attend : 
Why ftunildft thou then obtrude this dUigefl 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find, 
And with my hunger what haft thou to do ? 
390 Thy pompous Delicacies I contemn. 

And count thy fpecious gifts no gitti but guile* 

To whom thus anlwcrM Satan mat aent ; 
That I have alio power to give thou fecit, 
If of chat pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
What J might luvebeitow'd on whom I pleas'd, 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Cfaofe to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why fhouldit thou not accept it ? but I fee 
What I can do or offer is lufpeet; 
Of thefe things others quickly willdifpole 

hole pains have carn'd the far fee fpoil. With that 
Both Table and Proviiicm vanifhM quite 
With (bund of Harpies wings, and Talons heard •> 
Only the importune Tempter it ill remain'd, 
And with thefe words his temptation purfuM. 

By hunger, that each other Creature tame:-:. 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd ; 
Thy temperance invincible befides, 
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Great a&s require great means ot cflterprife, 
Thou art unknow, unfriended, low ot Birch, 
A Carpenter thy Father known, thy feif 
Bred up in poverty and freights at home ) 
Loft in a Defert here and hut -bit : 

Which wa athopedoftthoual 

C 
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Toeteatriefs? whew uithority clcnv'ft, _ 

Wl Foiiowew, what Retinue canfttheagam, 

Or hyfe Is the <Kwy Nfijntude, 

Lo; n thou cimft feed themonth^ft? 

Money brings Hohour,Priends,Cpnqnrffana Realms 

What nuYd Anttytter die £*fewft, 

And his Son ftr«J pke'd on JMA Throne : ; 

(Thy throne)bat gold dm got him putffant friends? 

Therefore, if at gr(»tthin«thouwduldftamre, 

Get Riches nrft, get Wealth, and Trcafurc heap, 

r difficult-, if thou hearken to me, 
Riches are mine, Fortuneism my hand; 

4- -They whom I favour thrive m wealth anwin, 

While Venue, Valour, Wifdom fit in want. 

To whom thus Jefe patiently reply d , 

Yet Wealth without thefc three is imfwtent, 

To eaih dominion or to keep it gam d. 
WitSeathofeanciettt Empires ofthe^rth, : 

fo l.ichthof all thir flowing wealth ditlolv d; _ 

But men eadu'd with AeAjeofe attain d 
to loweft poverty to highefr deeds j 

44c Whole off-fprmgon the Throne $ J*** f« 

So" many Ages, and fcaUyetregam 
That feat, and reign in i .^v.thoutend. 

Amon,;thcTIeath,n,(torthrou^outtl,eVv : o 1 ld 

To me is nor unknown what hath been done 
Worthy of Memorial) canlhhou nor rememb 

Forlcftcemthofenamesoimenl 
Whocoulddotnightythin and. 
Riches though oftVdfrom the hand King 

4>* And what in me fecms wantjn g, but 
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.lay alio in th'u pov* a 

Accoopl "/halt hey did, 
Extol not Riches rhen, th« toy! of Fools, 
The wife mans cumbrance if (hare, c 

To flackcn Vertuc, and abate her edge, 
•Than prompt her to do ai it may merit prai!e. 
What if with like avcrfion 1 i i 
Riches and Realms; yet not for that a Cv \ 9 
Golden in fhew, U but a wreath of thorns, 
*** Brings dangers, troubles, cares rod fleepkfenights 
To him who wearsthe Regal Diadem, 

When on his fhouldcrs each nuins burden lies j 
For therein (lands the office of a King, 
His Honour, Vertuc, Merit and chief Praift, 
That for the Publick all this weight he hears. 
Yet he who reigns within himUir, and rules 
Portions, DeGres, and Fears, is more a K. j 

Which every wile: and vertuous man 
And who attains nor, ill all to rule 
470 Cities of men, or bead-flxong Mult :cs, 
Subject himfelfio Anarchy within, 
Or iawlefs paffions in him which he \$ m 
But to guide Nations in the way 

By laving Doctrine, and from erroi 1 
To know, and knowing worfbip C I I r, 

Is yet more Kingly, this attach the Soul, 
Governs the inner man, the nobler pan, 
That odl 

And oft by 6 chto I 

• So reigningcan be no One it. 

a Kingdom hath I [ht 

Greater and nob! Q 

Far mon 






3* 



P ad Regain d. 



Riches are necdlefi then, both for t hcmfclvcs 
J utonwhyihcylhouldbe fought, 

Ef. -,aS- :cr, ofteft better tofft 



To gain aSccpi 



7fc £W 0/ «!* «*»^ Boo/<: 




^# 













PARADISE 




© 




1 



PARADISE REGAIN'D. 
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SO (pake the Son of God, and Satan Rood 
A while as mute confounded what to fay, 
What to reply, confuted and convince 
Of his weak arguing, 'and fallacious drift; 
At length colle&ingall his Serpent wiles, 
With fbothing words renew'd, him thus accofts, 

I fee thou knov/'ft what is of ufc to know, 
What bell to fay canftfay, todocanft do; 
Thy aclions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Con tains ot good, wile, juft,the perfect fhapc. 
Should Kings and Nations from thy mouth confult, 
1 Thy Counfel would be as the Oracle 
Urim and Thummtm^ th iraculousgema 
On A#ron\ bread : or tongue of Seers old 

Infallible 5 orwertthou fought to deeds 
That might require ih* array of war thy skill 
t )t conduct would be 1uch, that all the world 
Could not tuftsin thy Prowls, or fuhhft 
^\ b; I, though againft thy few inarm?. 
TlnJe God-like Vert fore doll \ hide? 

C 3 Affcc*. 
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A fc> -life, ormorcohUinv 

All! «*> HdqrftB 

• , glory the rew*d« 

Thatfol high attempts the Qame 

Of mo pnits, mofttem^rdpuh 

l,whoaU pictures- ftife, 

,; licmkiesafldpoweKallbuttheh.gheft? 
Tiv ripe, andovcr-n|x-,i..clo t i 

,hadcV;hdc 

Wo: L ndtheTlironeoFCfr*«heW 

TheF, Ku.gamimtnumphlud.odc. 

ye£ y ad to ripe raw judgment matuu, 

(^,;.h ^t the tbivitol glory butaugmen- 

•Sett 3I .,*, whom now all the world admn 

„T -.iorelic grew in years, the more inflam 

V bry, w^pt that he had liv'd <o long 

Jn o but thou yet art not too hue 

TTowhom our Saviour calmly to reply/d. 

Tnounothcrdoilpcrluadcmecolcd. ifth 

F,r ra>ir«ifake,i»r Empire tfttftft 
For glories fake by all thy argument. 

lorWhau. gkny but ikbkaco tame 

Thcpcopks'i^u.c^Fal^pr^eunnu^? 

And W h;lrthepvnpk.butahcrdcontusd, 

so A miffelW* "^g^SS fcarce worth the 
Things v u -, and well weigh a, lcar« w« 
Thcvprar ,hh, yata. they know n<x , 

And know not whom, but as one leads the tfbti , 

And what delight to be by fee Aid, 



arndifcR mt 



39 












To live upon tbir torn 

Of whonuobt difpr; 

His lor who dares be fmg good. 

Th* int: ;cnr an gthcra the ■ 
Arc few, and glory (carccd 

60 Thisis true glory and rcn ■ sn God 

Looking on the Earth, with appr< 

The jutt man, and devulges him through H; a 

To nil his An; -, whawith true ap ifc 

Recount his praifes ; thus be d 

When to extend his fainctl 

As thou ro thv reproach m October, 

He ask*d thee, haft thou feen my fen/ant J 
Famous he was in Heaven, on Earth \t& known j 
Where glory is falfe glory, attributed 
'To things not glorious, men nor worthy of, 
' I 'hey err who count it glovi :bduc 

By Conquell: far and wide, i 

Large Countries, and ii: 
Great Cities by aflault : '<• 
But rob and fpoil, I 

Peaceable Nations, n -■ ■, 

M.:de Captive, yet deferring freed 
Than thoft tfair Conqi - : who :.. 

Nothing bm ruin wher a 

And all is of p. defl 

Then i h pride, and irmftbe ti-Vd ( h 

Gre.it. 1- of mankind, Dcliv 

Worlhip'c with Temple,. Pri* and , v 
One is the Son of ;/ 

Till Conqueroux Deathdift 

Rowling in bruti(hyio > 

Violent or ttv ull 'rducr 

C 4 E 
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But if there bcin glory aught of good, 

li | ty I ,• means fer different be attain d 
S o Without ambition, war, or violence ; 
By deeds of peace, by v.-ifdom eminent 

patience, temperance ; J mention lt.ll 

Him whom thy wrongs with Saintly patience born, 
Made famous ina Land and aroesobfeure : . 

Who names not now with honour patient 1ob( 
Poor Senates ( who next more memorable r ; 

Bv what betaught and fuffer*d tor fo doing, 
For truths fakcfu&ring death unjult, Uvea now 

Equal in fame to proudeftConquerours. 
» Yen if for fame and glory aught be done, 
Aught fuffcr'd ; if young Ajncan tor fame 
His wafted Country freed from Pmtc rage, 
The deed becomes unprais'd, the man at lcair, 
And lofes, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall 1 feek glory then, as vain men feck 
Oft not defervM ? Keek not mine, but his 
Who rentnie, and thereby witnefs whence I am. 

To whom the Tempter muvmurme thus repi> q 
Think not fo flight of glory ; therein ealt 
, ,. ReU- mblincnhy great Father: he leeks glory, . 
And for his glory all things nude, all things 
Orders apd Governs, nor content in Heaven 
By all his Angels glorifrd, requires 
Glory from men, from all men good or bad, 
• Wife or unwife, no difference, no exemption j 
Above all Sacrifice, or halloVd gift 

Glory he requires, and glory he receives 
Promifcuous from all Nations, Jew, or Greek, 
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And rcafon \ fmceh >rd all tilings produced, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
But to fhev/ forth bis goodnefs and impart 
His good comnnmicablc to every (bul 
Freely j of whom what could he Ids expect 
Then glory and benediction, that it thanks, 
The flighted, cafieft, readied rccompenec 
From them who could return him nothing el(c, 
■ And not returning that would likelieft render 
Contempt inftead, difhonour, obloquy ? 
Hard rccom pence, imputable return 

For to much good, fbmuch beneficence 
But whylhould man feck glory? whoof hisown 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 
But condemnation, ignominy, o.m) (baffle ? 

Who for fo many benefits rcceiv'd 
Turn'd recreant to God, ingraicand falfc, 

And foof all true good himfclf defpoiPd, 
1 40 Yet, facrilegious, to himfclf would take 
That which*" to God alone of right belongs ; 
Yet lb much bounty is in God, inch grace, 
That who advar.ee his glory, not thir own, 
Them he himielf to glory will advance. 

So fpake the Son of God ; and here again 
Satan bad not toanfwer, but Rood ftruck 
with guxltof hisown fin, for he himfclf 

In&tiableof glory had loft all, 

Yet of another Plea bethought him foon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, (aid he, fo deem, ^ 
Worth or not worth their fc< c it pafi: 

But toa Kingdom thou art born. dain r d 
To fit upon thy Father IX 

/ Mothers fide thy Father, though thy * 
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raraJift Regw'd- 

Benowinpo* itthai , that will not parti 

mpofleiuon won with arms j 
j now and aUthe^omis'd I 
Reduc'i a Ptoi ice under &>»<*» yoke* 

Obeys 7 ,•/;.■ > ■. m \ nor is always nil' J 

rtoWitn temperate fway ; oft have they violated 

The Temple, oft theLaw with foul a&ontt, 
Abominations rather, asdidoncc _ 
Jntiocbus : and think'ft thou to regain 
Thy right by fitting ftiU or thin retiring ?, 
Sodid not Mflthabeus : he indeed 
Rctir'd unto the Deferr, but with arms ; 
And oVe a mighty King fo eft prevaU d 
That by ftrong hand his Family ob&und, 
r Though Pnefc, the Crown, ana Davuls I hrone u • 
„, WidtJftfe ** her Suburbs once content rturp d, 
" If Kingdom move thee not, let move thee £eai, 
And duty 5 Zeal and duty are nor. low y 
But onOccalions forelock watchtull wan. 
They therafelves rather arc occahon belt, 
Zeal oF thy Fathers houfr, Duty to tree 
Thy Country from her Heatb.cn U mtude ; 

So (halt thou bcfl fulfill, beftwnfie . 

The Prophctsold, xvholimgihyendleis raign, 
The happier raign the (boner it begins, 
.,. I^gnthen, wh u canft thou better do the wile- 
" fo whom our Saviour anlwer thus rcttu n d. 

AH things arc belli ulbUM m .heu uue tunc 
And nnu: .here ts for all thmgsl ruth, ah l.ud- 

If of my raign prophetic Writ hath told, 
That it (hall never end, fowhenbej 
The Father in bis purpofc hath decreed, 
He in whole bund ullunuvand feafew WUL 
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What if he hath decreed that I (hall Sfft 
BctrAlmhuir Bate, and thing;: ', 

tpe By tribulations, injuries, infults, 

Contempts, andlcorns, and (hares, and ence, 

Sul -, abftaining, quietly e iog 
VViib ■ ruftot doubt, thai he may know 
What i can roflw r, bow obey J whobeft 
Can fuffer, belt can do ; befl reign, who lirft 
Well bath obe/d , juft tryal tinlpuxk 
M) exajtaooa without chan * end. 

But what, concerns k thee when I begin 
My cvcrlatling Kingdom, why arc a 
.-co Solicitous, what moves thy i -'■"■;/ 

Know'ft thou not that my rxi ■ H* 

And my promotion will I '° n? 

To whom the Tempter ml *kt reply U 

Let that come when it I , a pe is loft 

Of my reception into grace; what work? 

For where no hope i > 

If there be woric, the expectation m 
Of WOrfe torments n.e than the I ag can. 
I would he at the worft ; worit is my Port, 
M* My harbour and my ult irnate repole. 
The vnd I would i n, my final gy* 
Jvly error- *", and my a 

My crime; whi error u fell c 
And will alike he punillfd ; v. 

Raign or uignnot; though to that gentli t» 
• Willingly I could an< petbyra , 

■From that p 

Ratherthanaj my evilftate, 

Would ftaod bet* 
w(WhofffireId« ore than the 
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A (belter: kind of (hading cool 

IntcrpoHtion, as a (utnmers daud. 

If I then to the worft that can be haft, ) 

Why move thy feet (b flow 10 whai is beft, 
Hapoieft both to thy (elf and all the world, 
That thou who wonhicft art fhouki'lt be thir King? 
Perhaps thou lingreftin deep thoughts detain'd 
Of the enterprise (b hazardous and high 5 
No wonder, for though in thee be united 
What of perfection can in man be found, 
Or human nature can receive, confider 
Thy life hath yet been private, molt partfpent 
At home, fcarce view'd the G alii lean Towns, 
And once a year Jeruj ■>, few days 
Short fbjourn ; and what thence could'ft thou obkrve, 
The world thou halt not feen, much left her glory, 
Empires, and Monarch?, and thir radiant Courts, 
Beft fchool of bell experience, quickeft in light 
In all things that to greateft anions lead. 
340 The wifeft, unexpericne'r, will be ever 
Timorous and loth, with novice modefty, 
( Ashe who (ceking Affes found a Kingdom ) 
Irrefolute, unhardy, unadventrotis : 
But I will bring thee where thou foon (halt quit 
Thoft rudiiiK 'nts, and lee before thine eyes 
The Monarchies of the Earth, thir pomp and Rate. 
Sufficient introduction to inform 
Thee, of thy IL-lif fe apt, in regal Arts, 
And regal Myfteries; that thou rnay*ft know 

*s« How beft their opposition to wiihlfand. 

With that(&ch power was giv'n him then) he tool 
The Son of God up to a .Mountain high. 
It w;ts a Mountain at whole verdant 
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A (patious plain out ftretth't iii circi k!e 
Layplealant \ from his lidctwo ri :, flow'd, 
Th' one winding, the other (trait and leftbttWcea 
FairChampain with lefs riven intcrvcind, 
Then meeting joyn'd their tribute to the Sea, 
Fertil of corn the glebe, of oyl and wine, 
S 6o With herds the paiturcs throng'd,wkh flocks the hills, 
Huge Cities and high towr'd, that well might fean 
The (cats of mightielt Monarch?, and fb large 
The Pro! pec i was, that here and there was room 
For barren deleft fountainkls and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 
Our Saviour, and new tram ot words began. 

Well have we fpeeded, and o're hill and dale, 
Foreft and field, and flood, Temp nd Towers 
Cut fhortcr many a league ; here thou behold'ft 
Jjjjrj a zndhei Empires ancient bounds, 
a7 o Araxes and the Cajpian lake, thence on 
As far as Indus Eaft, Euphrates Weft, 
And oft beyond ; to South the Terpen Bay, 
Andinaccefliblc the Arabian drouth : 
Here Ninevee, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Nhtus old, 
Of that lirtt golden' Monarchy the feat. 
And feat of Salmanafar, whofe Cucccfi 
Ifraelin long captivity (till mourns; 
There Babylon the wonder ot all tongues, 
2S0 As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judab and all thy Father Davi4s boufe 
Led captive, and Jernfihn laid wafte, 

Till Cyrus fet them free j Terfefote 

His City there thou feeft, and Qa8r* there j 

Ecbatma her ibu&ure vaft there (hews, 

And. 




-And Hccatomfyhn her hundred gate,;, 

There' by Cbmfttt, amber ftre i, 
The drinkof none bot Kings ; of brer feme) 
Built by £ bkm, or by Parthian bands, 
The great Se/« , N#*, and there 
Jrtaxata, Teream, Ttfoboi*, 
Turning with eafieeyemou may ft behold. 

• All thefc the Parthhtn, now fotfle Ages paft, 

By great Arjaees led, who founded hrft 

That Empire, under his dominion holds 

From the luxurious Kings of sh '■ won. 

And tuft in time thou com'ft to have a view 
Of his great power • for now the V art ham King 
In Ctejbhto hath gatherd all his Holt 
«oo Again ft fche&yft&fcw, whole incurhons wdd < 
Have waited 5, Sta*; to her aid 
He marches now in haft ; fee, though horn far, 
Histhoufands, in what Martial equip ' . 

They iffuc forth, Steel Bows, and SI their avtm 

Of equal dread in llight, or in ptivlmi ; 
All Horfcmcn, in which fight they molt excel j : 
See how in warlike Muftcf they appeur, 

In Rhombs and wedges, and half-moan^ andwmp 

-Hclook'tand faw what numbers numberlels 
3 io Thccity gates ouf*poUiM, hght armed Troops 

In coats or' Mail and Military pride; . 

In Mail thir horlcs clad, yet Beet and ftrong, _ ; 

Prauncn heir riders bore, the flower choice 
Oi~ many Province, from bound to bound ; 

From Araci 'a } fctomGandaurl 
And Margtatia to xwchi -an cliffs 

Of Cam ork lbma#&&t$ > 

From AtrofAtia and the neighbor g pKUQ3 
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Of -"'n. 

He !:"■•• of battel ran g*d, 

Ho uy- I'd, and flying b chcmflioc 

Shaft fleet of an er a; ft the face 

• Of thir purfiiers, and overcame by flight \ 

The field ail ironcsft a gleaming brown, 
Nor wanted cloud; of foot, nor on eachliorn, 
Cuirai'liers all in Heel for {landing fight ; 
Chariots or Elephants endorl't with Towers 
Of At chew, nor of labouring Pioners 
, A multitude with Spades and Axes arm'd 
To lay hills plain, fell wor or valleys fitl, 
Or where plain was raifc hill, or overlay 
With bridges 1 Ps proud, as with a y -j 
Mules after theft, Camels and Dromedaries^ 
And Waggons fraught with Utenfils of war. 
Such for net not, nor fo wide a Camp, 
When AgrieaH with all bis Northern powers 
Relieg'd Albracra } as Romances tell ; 
The city of Gallapbrtme, from thence to win 
i<° The faireft of her Sex Angelica, 

His daughter, fought by many Pro weft Knigi 
Both P.ijmm } and the Peers of I mt. 

Such and ib numerous was thir ( airy ; 
At fight whereof the Fiend yet. 
And to our Savioi bush enew'd. 

That thou m ow 1 fi r. to 

Thy vertue, ay fecure 

On 11 

To wha ■ brought thee il 

tpAUchisI UyKii i 

By I phetorby^ 1, unl. 
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Endeavour, as thy Father David d\d 
Thou never (halt obtain ; prediction ftill 
In all things, and all men, foppofa means 
Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes. 
But fay thou were poflefs'd of David's Throne 
By free content of all, none oppofite, 
Samaritan or Jew ; how could'lt thou hope 

Long to enjoy it quiet and fecure, 
3 6e Between two fuchenclolmg enemies 

Rowan and ? art Ban ? therefore one or thele 
Thou muft make fore thy own, the Parthian uric 
k By my advice, as nearer and of late 
Found able by in vafion to annoy 

■ Thy country, and captive lead away her King? 

V Antigonus, and old Hyrcantis bound, 
Maugrc the Roman : it Avail be my task 
To render thee the Varthian at difnofe ; 
Chufe which thou wilt by con quell or by league. 
37 o By him thou (halt regain, without him not, 

v That which alone can truly ranitall thee 

f In David's royal Seat, his trucSucceflor, 

Deliverance of thy brethren, thole ten 1 nbes 
Whole off-f bring in his Territory yet ferve 
In Habor, and among the Meda dijpcrs c • 
Ten Sons of Jacob, two oSJofeph lolfc 
Thu8 long from Ifrael ; fervmg as of old 
Thir Fathers in the land of Egppt lcrv d, 
This offer lets before thee to deliver. 
ss° Thele if from fervitude thou (halt retrace 
To thir inheritance, then, nor nil then, 
Thou on the Throne of David in fiul glory, 
From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 
Shalt raign, and farm or Ctfar not need tear- 
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_ Much oftentationvainoi jlcfhlyarm, 
And fragile arms, muchi 
Long in ptf "ing, foortta nothing brer r, 

Before mine eyes thou haft (ct ; and in r at 

)yo Vented much policy, and project, deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
Pkufiblc to the World, to me worth naught. 
Means I muft ufc thou fay'ft, prediction ell t 
Will unprediil and fail me of the Throne: 
My time I told thee, ( and that time for thee 
Were better fertheft off) is not yet come ; 
When that comes think not thou to find me flack 
On my part aught endeavouring, ovro need 
Thy politic maxims, or that cumbcrfomc 

* 00 Luggage of War there fhewn mc, argument 
Oi human weaknefs rather then of ilrength. 
My Brethren, as thou call 9 ft them ; thole Ten Trib 
1 muft deliver, if 1 mean to raign 
Davids truefeetr, and hi- full Scepter fway 
To juft extent over all ^ftwft Soiw ; 
But whence to thee this zeal, where wasit then 
For Ifrael, or for David, or his Throne, 
When thou itoodMhip hisTcmprerto tbepri 
Of numbring Ifrael) which coft tl ves 

410 Of threescore and renthouland Ifraelins 
By three days Pettilence? fuch was thy Zeal 

i To./ /then, the lame that now to me. 

Asfortho! -ptivcTn;. mfe! 7 

Who wrought their own captivity, fell oft 

; FromGodtowor(hip( 06m 

| Of Sgfft % 2 « und . 

- And all the Idolatries of Heathen round, . 

. ^ Beiides 




g iliir of o heatlKnifncnnus; 

jv | of then- captivity 

»HumbI< lemfch or penitent befeugbt 
Th lof their Foi fathers ; but fo dy 7 d 
Impenitent, and kit a race behind 

i therafelves, dnlingui&able fcarce 

FromGcntils, but by Cueumcilion vain, 
And God with Hols in their worlhip joyn'd. 
Should I o! thefe the liberty regard, 
Who freed, as to their antient Patrimony, 
Unhumbrd, unrepentant, unreform'd, 
Headlong would follow ; and to thir Gods perhaps 
<a« Of Bethel and of Dan ? no, let them fcrve 

Thir enemies, who ferre Idols with God. 
i Yet he at length, time to himfelf bell known, 
I Remembring J&rab by lome wond'rouscall 
May bring them back repentant and {ulcere, 
And at their | ng cleave the 4$ ritmSo <$* 
While to their native land With joy th( aft, 
A^- 1 he Reel Sea and dan once he clcrt, 

When to the pv : fd Ian I thir Fathers pate»d ; 
To his due time and prov I leayc them. 

Sofpakc tfratls erueKing, and to the l-icnd 
Made.': a meet, thatm all his wiles. 

So fares it when with truth falfbood contends. 
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PErplevd and. troubl'd at 1 uxcefs 

The Tempter Good, nor i ..1 what to reply, 
Difcovcr'd in his fraud, tl hi; hope, 

looft, and the r afive Rh 
That fleeVt his tongue, and won Jorauch on ft" 
So little here, nay bit; but F wasEi , 
This far his over-match, who (elf decav d 
And rafc, before-hand had no better weigh'd 
The ftrength he was to cope- mi 

o But nan who had beer, matchlefs held 

fa canning, over-reach't where leafthc thqi U 
To&ve Ins credit, and for very! night 
.till will be tempting him wb him,! 

Andnever ceafe, .though to me the r \ 

Or as a f 'warm of time, 

About the wmc-prefs where fweet mouft »S W " 

BeatoH; returns as oil v. -i ' 

Orlursinzw tinft afoHdi ■'■> 

Though JHtoflnvSs dauYt, d fault r w, 

linbattry, and in bub »d; 

• Satan, whomrepul 

J \ & 



so 
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y\ r; and to Inarm full filenee brought, 

y cc it o'rc though defperate of iucccfs, 

And his vain importunity purfua. 
He brought our Saviour to the YVeftern lidc 
Of that hi gh mountain, whence he might behold 
Another Plain* long but in bredth not wide 
WsuVd by the Southern Sea, and on the North 
To equal length backM with a ridge or hills 
That fcreen'd the fruits of th' earth and feats or men 
From cold Septcntrion blafts, thence in the midit 
Divided by a river, of whole banks 
On each fide an Imperial City flood, 
With Towers and Temples proudly elevate 
i On (even frhaS Hills, with PakceSadom d, 

#^ Porches and Theatres, Baths, Aqueduite, 
Statues and Trophccs, and Triumphal Arcs, 
Gardens and Groves prefented to his eyes, 
Above thehighth of Mountains intcrpos d. 
«o By W hat ftrangc Parallax or Optick skill • 
Of viiion multiplied through air, or glalfi 
Of Telefcope, were curious to enquire-: 

And now the Tempter thus his filenee br< 

The Qty which thou feeft no other deem 
Then great and glorious Rome, Queen of the Earth 

So far Snown'd, and with the fooife enncht 
Of Natwnaj there the Capitol thou Kelt 

Above the re ting his irately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her Cittadel 

Impregnable, and there Mount Vnhlme 

The Imperial Palace, compafshuge, and high 
TlieStruaure, skill of nobleft Architects, 
With gilded battlements, confpicuous tar, 
Turrets and Terrafes, and glktermg Spires. 
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Many -a fair Edifice bcfules, more like 

Houlcsof Gods (fb well I have difpos'd 

My AcryMicrofcope) thou may'ft behold 

Outfideaadinfideboth, pilars and roofe 

Carv'd work, the hand of fem'd Artificers 
*, In Cedar, Marble, Ivory or Gold. 

Thence to the gates caftrouttd thine eye, and fee 

Wh;U conflux iffuing forth, or earring in, 
Pretors, ProconfuLs -othir Provinces 
Haftingoron return, in robes of State j 

U&orsand rodstbe enfigas of thir power, 
Legions and Cohorts, turmes of horfeand wings; 
OrEmhafties from Regions far remote 
In various habits on the At n-oad, 
Or on the zs&miliat^ fomctronihirthell South, 
7 o Svene, and where the fhadow borh way falls, 
Mtroe Nilotic 111:?, and more to Well, 
The Realm of Bacchus to the Black-moor Sea j 
From the J (inn Kings and Varthianzmotig thei 
From hub* and the golden Cherfonejs, 
Andutmoft Indian Ific Tafrobane % 
Dusk faces wim white filkcnTurbants wreathM: 
YmmGallia, Gadts, and the BrhtijhWc?^ 
Germans and Scythians^ and Saw. :ns North 
Beyond Danubms to the Tautk Pool 
a All Nations now to Rome obedience pay, 
To Row, u Empevour, whofc wide domain 

In ample Territory, wealth and power, 
Civility of man ncrs, Arts, and Arms, 
And long Renown thou juftly may' ft pre 
Before the Parthian ; theft two Thrones except, 
. Tl arc barbarous, and ce worth the fight, 

Shared among petty Kings too far remov\l ; 
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Theft h wo thee, 1 have Ghewo thee all 

:ingd isof the World, and all thir glory. 

9° Thi rour hmh no Son, and now is old, 

andfafciviou and from Rom mir'd 

To C,'f)v<c an Iflancl (mail hut itrong 

On the 6 » ftwae* v/idi purpolc there 

dluftsin private toeajoy, 
Committing to a wicked Favourite 

All pubfick -arcs, and yet o£ him kifpinous, 

Hated of all, and hating ; wish what eal e 

Indu'd with Regal Venues as thou art, 
Appearingand beginning noble deeds, 
Might'ft diou expel this monftertrom his 1 hronc 
■ Nowmadeaftye, and in his place attending 
A victor, people free from lervile yoke ? 
Andwithmyhclpihoumay'ft; to me the power 
Is given, and by that right 1 give it tl.ee. 
Aim therefore at no lets than a 1 the world, 
Aim at the higheft, without the highclt attain d 
Will be for thee no fitting, or not long 
On Davids Throne, he propheh'd What v/.l!- 
To whom the Son of God unmov'u reply & 
io Nor doth this grandeur and majeihe (how 
Of luxury, though calTJ magnificence, 
Mure than of Arms before, allure mine eye 
Much lets my mind ; though thou fcouldft add to t 
'1 -hirtumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous realts 
On Chiron tables or Ailsr.iic ftone; 
( For 1 have alio heard, perhaps hav WJ ) 
Their wines of S#?W, C4", and 1 , 

C&wandCwf, and how they email inOoid, 
CryftalandMyrrhine cups imbois'd v/i.h Gems 
And Ms of Pearl, to mefliould'lt tell who thu 



P/?r/7 f£ R 



55 

And hunger il 

From Nations far and p\m or tlr.it, 

But tedious waft of til o fit and bear 
So many hollow i temcro 3, ! 

Outlandilh ies ? then pro* 1? to taife 
Of the Effi <ur, how j\l, 

Howgloriouflyj Ifhsdl, tfe^ft, cxpcll 
A brunOi monllcr: what it ill 

Ex pell a Devil who firftmade him Inch? 
ijo Let hia tormentor Craftiencx -im our, 

For him I wis not fear, ndrjrett 
That People victor once, now vile and fcafe, 
Delervcdlv made vaflal, who once juft, 
Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conqttcfd well, 

But govern ill the Nations under yoke, 

PcclVng their Provin lifted all 

By lull and fapine ; Grft ambitious grown 
Of triumph that unking v, y ; 

Then cruel, by thir (ports to blood enur\l 
M o Of lighting beafb, and men to beafls expend, 

Luxuriously their wraith, grcc diet ffiil, 

And from the daily Scene ate. 

What wife and valiant Man would feck to free 

Theiethus degenerate, bythemfelvesenflaV*di 

Or could or" inward flaves - ir outwardly 
Know Therefore when mv te ncomesto fit 

On Davi& Throne, it ftall be like a tree, 

Spreading and overihadowin^ all the Earth, 
Or ;;: a ftone that lhall to pieces da(h 

iso All Monarcl ides throughout the World, 

And of n Ungdomtherc lhall be no d ; 
Mum i hallbcto this, butwha 
Is not for thee to kn , not one to tell. ^ 
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mtbe Tempter impudent replrd. 

made by me how flight 
_ rhouvalu'lK becaufeoffer'd, andrejc£t 5 ft; 

Not! ill pleafethe difficult and nice, 

Or nothing more than dill tocontradiil; 
On the other fide know alio thou, that I 
(«o On what] offer fcf as high cfteem, 

Nor what I part with mean to give for naught; 
I All theft which in a momery thou behold'lt, 

The Kingdoms of the World to thee I give; 
^ft Forgiv'n tome, 1 give to whom Ipleafe, 
No trifle* yet with this referve, notclfe, 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 
r And worlhip me as thy fiiperior Lord, 
Eafily done, and hold them all of me; 
For what can lefs ib great a gift defervc ? 
17° Whom thus our Saviour anlwer'd with difdain. 
I never iik'd thy talk, thy offers lefs, 
Now both abhor, fince thou haft darM to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition ; 
I But 1 endure the time, till which expired, 

Thou haft perm iilion on me- it is written 
Thefirftof all Commandments, Thou fhalt worftiip 
The J /)rd thy God, and only him (halt ferve ; 
And dar'ftthou 10 the Son of God propound 
To vvorfhip theeaceurft, now more accurft 
r*a For this attempt bolder than that on £w, 
An. >re blalphemous ? which expe£l to rue. 
The Kingdoms of the World to ihee \vc iv\ 
Permitted rather, and by thee ufurp'f, 
Other donation none thou canft produce: 
If given, by whom but by the King of K , 

God oyer all Supreme? ifgivto tothec, 

By 
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By thec how fair] v he Giver now 
Repaid Butgr is loft 

Long fince. Wen thou (b void of fear or fhame, 
xjro As offer them to me the Son of God, 

To me iv ; i, on Uieh abhorred pa&, 

That 1 fail down and worfhio t' \s God? 

Get thee behind ; plain thou now appear'ft 

That Evil one, S r et damnVi. 

* To whom the Fiend with tear abaftt replied. 

Tic not (a lore offended, Son or God ; 

Though Sons of God both Angels are and Men, 

If I to try whether i; /her fort 

Than thefethou be hat title, have proposed 
>co What both from men and An % I receive, 

Tetrachsofhre, air, Hood, and on theearth 

Nations befides from all the quartcrd wind.'?, 

God of this world i r gad world beneath ; 

Who then thou art, whole coming is foretold 

Td me (b fatal, mc it molt cone 

The tryal hath mdatna thee no way, 

Rather more honour left and more cfteem ; 

Me naught ad vaniagM, milling what I aim'd. 

Therefore let pais, as they ar mfitory, 

The Kingdoms of this v/orld ; I (ball no more 
Advile thcv gain them as thou canft, or not. 
310 And thou thy (elf ft .cherwife inclined 

Then to a worldly Crown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound dilpute, 

As by that ea ion may be judg'd, 

When Hipping from thy Mothei thouwcnt'fl 
Alotv into the Temple; the '*md 

Among th< jraveft Rabbi ant 

Qn i ting M*fa Chair, 

Twdi- 
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Teaching r. ht; the* Ihoodft tfec iftaiu 

As morning (1 1 s the nay. (fa famous then 

B m ; as I h mpire mull extend, 

1 ?:o So let extend thy mind or'c all the world, 
In know ge, all things in it comprehend, 

All knowledge ia not coueb't in Aft/« 1 - 7 
The fen ■ or what dae Prophets wrote, 

k The Gentiles alio know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by Natures light; 

WL And with the (iustiles much thou mull convert*, 
Ruling them by perfusion as ihou meaivil', 

V Without thir learning how wilt thou with them, 

^ Or they with thee hold convocation meet ? 

630 How wilt thou reafon with them, how rehire 

Tbif Idolilins, Traditions, Paradoxes ? 

Error by his own awns is belt cvincY 

Look oni e more e're we leave, this fpeenlar Mount 

Wclhvard, much nearer by Southwell, behold 

Whereon the z/£%can fhore a ( -;ty Hand* 

Built nobly, pure the air, and h the (oil, 

Athens the eye of GhvflM, Mother of Arts 

And Eloquence, native to Ian 9 

Or hofpitabjc, in her fwect reecli, 

34a City or; urban, itudiou^v. \ (Lades; 

See there the Olive Grove UrJmu, 

P&tfo's n Jinent, where they/ Bird 

Trills her thick- bl\J notes the (umnter long, 

There Howry hill Hyrrh \ with theiound 

Of Bees induftrious murmur oft invites 

Tdftu usm ig3 there UiffUs rouls 

His whifperi \m$ within the walls 

The Schools oV ancient S. ; his who bred 

G :mkr to tubduc the world, 

a jo 1 
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'There thou (hall hear power 

Otharmon; ' lit 

voic hand, and V rfe, 

And hid crfung, 

nd /I ' 
Whole V hmbusd i. 

Thence what tb ght 

In C/jeruj or Iambic^ I b«« 

Or moral prudence, withde trcceiv'd 

In bnefienlent 0US p at 

Of fate, and cl »ge») : liftj 

J tghactionSs and high | 
Thence to the famous < V..v- 

Thoft aiu , whofe rcfiftlcfi cloqir. 

Wiel ! atwilUhatuere 

Shook the Ai &*•*• 

To/1/./. ;ul./jV:.. ■- i 1 »j 

To (age iMiiioiophy next Iciuuhhici ^ . 

F^qm Heaven de nhc »ulc 

OfSai r& fee il -icnt, 

Whom well in Ij ' 

WileSlot'men; h'onv rtb 

Mellifluous! -*»b 

Of Ac old 

SirnamM 

, and. 

T 

Till tiinenr 

heferuicswiU 

in thyfclfj D ' 

T f i Age- -.. , 
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Think not but that I know thcfc things, or think j 
I know them not; not therefore urn Ifhort |j 

Of knowing what I aught ; he who receive* t 

Light from above, from the fountain of light, 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true j I 
But thefc are falie, or little elft but dreams, ! 

Gonjc&urcs, fancies, built on nothing firm. I 

*>°Thc firft and wifeftof them all profefsM | 

To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
The next to fabling fell and fmooth conceits, • 
! A third fort doubted all things, though plain (ence ; 
Others in venue placd felicity, l 

But vertue joyn'd with riches and long life, 
In corporal plealure he, and carelcfs eale, [ 

The Stoic laltinPhilofbphic pride, I 

By him call'd vcrtuc ; and his vertuous man, J 

Wife, perfect in himiclf, and all pofTeflmg 

jooEquaho God, oft {frames not to prefer, 
As fearing God nor man, conrcmningall 
Wealth, pleafure, pain or torment, death and life, 
Wliich when hclifts, he leaves, or boaftshc can, 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boaft, 
Or fab tie fliifts conviction to evade. 
Alas what can they teach, and not miflead ; 
Ignorant of themlelves, of God much more, 
And how the world began, and how man tell 
Degraded by hirnfclf, on grace depending? 

ii» Much of the Soul they talk, but all awrie, 
And in themfclves feck venue, and tothemfHve 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, 
Rather accuft him under ufual name-?, 
Fortune and Fate, as one rcgardlefs quite 
Of mortal things. Who therefore i tin (I ■ 
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'rucv/ifdom, fin r not, or by dclufion 

irworft, her&lfc :mblanccoi 
An empty cloud. How ever many books 
Wife men have (aid a m ' \ > reac j- 

Inccflantly, and to hi not 

Afpiritand hldgmei nor, 

( And what he brii xrhat he elfewhere feck ) 

Uncertain and unfcitl'd flill remains, 
Deep verft in boo!; nd (hallow in bimfelf 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 
And trifles for choice matters, worth afpunge - 
As Children gathering pibles on the fhore. 
Or if I would delight my private hours 
WithMuficor with Poem, where (bfbon 
As in our native Language can I find 
That iolace ? All our Law and Story ftrew'd 

With Hymns, our Plain:, -tharttull terms infcrib ? d, 

Our Hebrew Songs and Harps in Babylon, 

That pleasM fb well our Victors ear, declare 

That rather Greece from us thele Arts deriv'd - 

HI imitated, while they loudeft ling 

The vices of thir Dieties, and thy own 

In Fable, Hymn, or Song, fb pcrfonating 

Thir Gods ridiculous, and themfelve.sp;iit flume. 

Remove their (welling Epithetes thick laid 

As varnifh on a Harlots cheek, the reft, 

Thin (own with aught of profit or delight, 

Will far be tound unworthy to compare 

With Shtfs fbngSj to all true uf 1> excelling, 

JJJere God is prais*d aright, andGocMikcmen, 

The Holicft of Holies, and hisSa ; 

Such are from God infpir'd, notfueh from \\v 

Unlcfi where moral vertueis exprel?t 

By 
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By light aturc not in all quite loft. 

ijoThir Orators thou then extoll'lt, asthofc 

The cop of Sapience, Statifts indeed, 

And lovers of tbir Country , as may feem ; 
But herein to our Prophets tar beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The fblid rules' of Civ il Government 
In thir Majeftic unaffected {Hie 
Then all the Oratory of Grecci and Rome. 
In them is plained taught, and caficft learnt. 
What makes a Nation happy, and keeps it lb, 
*«°What ruins Kingdoms, and lavs Cities flat;, 
Thefeonly with our Law heft form a King. 

So fpake the Son of God ; but Satan now 
Quite at a lofs, for all his darts were (pint, 
Thus to our Saviour with ftcrnbrow repliu 

Since neither wealth, nor honour, arms nor ari 
Kingdom nor Empire plcafcsthcc, nor aught 
Byrne prnpos'd in life contemplative, 
Or active, tended on by glory, or fame, 
What doft thou in this World ? the W udemeS 
37 o For thee is litteft place, 1 found thee there, 
And thither will return thee, yet remember 
What I foretell thee, toon thou (halt have caulc 
To wifh thou never hadft rejected thus 
Nicely or caurioufly my ofler'd aid, 
Which would have' let thee in fhort time with cafe 
On Davuh Throne J or Throne of all the world, 

Now at full age, Kilnefi ol time, thy fatal, 

■ When Propheiie:;ofthee;H-. befl fulhll'd 
Now contrary, if I read aught in Heaven, 

53« Or Heav'n write Fate, by what the 5EH* 

Voluminous, or fmgle Characters, 
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In their conjunctio: c nic tQ p • jj 

Sorrows, and lab- opposition, I . ' 
Attends rhec, fee 

Violence and fin | l.-Jtly cruel death 

• Al<Lingdomthey ! x.Tcndtl,ee;i )U t W hatI „* 

Real or Allegoric ! b JI "» 

Nor when, eternal furc, a.witho 

Without beginning j for node. 

3?a Directs me in t! ;y Rubric fct. 

So faying he took ( for mil be knew bis power 
Not yet exp.r'd ) and to the Wildernefs 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there 
leignmgtodifappcar. ! nov - 

As day-light fun!:, and brought in lowringV, 
Her madowy off-font tniub albi 
Privation meer of light and abl 
Our Saviour meek and with untr \i mind 
After his- aery jaunt, though hurried lore, 

< 00 hungry and cold betook him r ..-, reft, 
Wherever, under fame concourie of Jha 
Whofe branching arms thick intern | might ft; 
From dews and damps of night his fheiterkl 1 
Jr5ut ihelter'd ilept in vain, for g] 

The Tempter watch'd, and foonwuhugi 
Dilturb'd his ileep; and either' 
Gan thunder, and both ends of Heav'n the Clc 

From many a rifra r'd 

Fierce ram with Ii . ;nu:. mehfue 

^•umaaerecon .}■. norlfeptilie\ 

Within thir ilonye. , botftlfli'di i 

*rom the four hii 
Onthevextl } f win 
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Bow'd dieir Stiff neck \ W.cn with flormy blafts, 
Or torn up men- : ill waft thou Ihroudcd then, 
O -patient Son of God, yet only ftoodft 
Unfhaken 5 nor yet (laid the u-rronhtrc, 

" Infernal Ghofts, and Hellifh Furies, round 

& S o Environ'd thce.tbmc howl'djbme yell'd,fbme flirickM, 
Some bent at thee thir fiery darts, while thou 
Sat'ft iinappall'd in calm and finlefs pence-. 
Thus pafs'd the night fo foul till morning fair 
Came forth with Pilgrim fteps in amice gray ; 
Who with her radiant fi n ger ftill'd the roar 
Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds, 
And griflySpe&res, which the Fiend had raisM 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the Sun with more effectual beams 

5,30 Had chear'd the face of Earth, and dri'd the wet 
From drooping plant, or dropping tree ; the bird 
Who all things now behold more frclh and green, 
After a night of ftorm fi) ruinous, ■ 

Clear'd up their choiceft notes in bulh and (pray 
To gratulate the iwect return ol morn; 
Nor yet amidft this joy and brightcft morn 
Was abfent, after all his mitchier done, , 

The Prince of darknefs, glad would alio teem 
Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 

•140 Yet with no new'device, they all were (pent, 
Rather by this hislaft aftrontrclolv'd, 
Defperate of better courle, to vent his rage, 
And mad defpight tobefb oftrepell'd. 
• Him walking on a Sunny hill he found, 

Back'd on the North and Weft by a thick wood, 

Out of the wood heftarts in wonted ihape J 

And in a carelels mood thus to him liud. * 
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Fair morning yet betide, thee Son of God, 
After a difmal night • I heard the rack 
4,0 As Earth and Sky would mingfe ■ but myfrlf 

W^diltant-andthefeHawyhoughmor. , thcm 

As dangerous to the pillurd feme of Heaven 
Or to the Earths dark bafis un. rneath * 

Are to the main as inconfidcrable, 
Andharmlefc, if not wholfom, as' a fneexe 
To mans l.cfs univerfe, and loon are gone • 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they 'fight 
On man, bcafr, plant, waftfulland turbulent 
Like turbulcncies in theaffairs of men, * 

460 Over whofe lu-ads they rore, and feem to point, 
Iheyoftforc-fignifie and th en ill : 
This Tern peft at this Di fat moft was bent ; 
Of men at thee, for only thou here dvvelPll 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didft reject. 
The perftt fcifbn offcr'd with my aid 
To win thy deftin'd feat, but wilt prolong 
All I to the pufli of Fate, perfue t mf 
Of gaining Davids Throne no man knows when, 
* or both the when and how is no where toid, 
<:° Thou (hair be what thou art or i, no doubt ■ 
*or Angels have prociainrd it, but concealing 
I he time and means : each aft is rightlicft done, 
Notwheakmuft, but when it ma) bed. 
Jt thou oblcrve not this, be fore to find, 
What I foretold thee, many a hard / 

gf dangers, andadverBrics and pains, 

[IJraeh Scepter get faft bold ? 
y*hen * this ominousnight round, 

;? many terror;, v es, l ;ics 

' warn thee, as a (in Ign. 
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\k\\ he, while the Son of God went on 

I [laid not, but in brief him anfwer'd thus. 

Me worfe than wet thou find'ftnot ; other harm 
Thofe terrors which thou foeak'ft of, did rne none; 
I never fear'd they could, though noifing loud 
i threatning nigh ; what they can do as figns 
Betok'niog, or ill boding, I contemn 
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Obtrud'lt tny oner u-.uu, uj« - »«. r »..6 
At leaf! might feem to hold all power or thee, 
AmBitiousfpirit, and wouldlt be thought my GuJ 
And (torrn'ft refus'd, thinking to tern he 
Me to thy will ; defifcj thou art difccrn d 
And toil'Il in vatn, nor me in vain rnoleit. 

To whom the 1 'lend powfwoln with rage reply 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virg.n-bom j 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt, 
Of the Mciliah 1 have heard foretold 

«, By all the Prophets ; of thy birth at length 

Announc'tbvG.^c/ with the hrftlluiew 

And of the Angelic Song in Bethkoem held, 
On thy birth-night, that fung thee Saviour boiiu 
From 'that time fcldom have 1 ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth 
Thy manhoodlaft, though yet a privaicbred 
Till at the -d of Jordan whether all 
Fioek'd to the Baptitt, lamongtherelt, 
Though not to be BapuvAl, hywnce torn 

.. [eardtbeepronoune'dtheSonofGod 
Thenceforth J thought thee worth .m; 
And' narrower Scrutiny, that I might learn 
In what' pee or meaning thouartcaU q 



The Son of God ichhcar.no 
The Son of God I am, or was 
And if I was, lam- elation ftai 

Ail men iire Son, of* 

infomerefpectfar higher 

Therefore I watch'd thyfootftepsfrom tlv,- W,- 

f- And follow* rha 11 c£ to th^Twjid 

Where by all heft conjecture I collect ' 
rhouait to be my ratal enemy. 

Good reafon then, if I before-L & 
To or.derftand my Adver ! )D 

And what h< i, • hiswififoro, power, intent. 
By pari, or comp. ,j, no n, trace, or league 
Iowin him, or win from him what] can 

Ana opportunity ] here hive had 
Jo rry,hec lift thee, and confefi have found thee 
»»rraof ugamltall temptation as a rock 
Or Adamant, and as a Center, firm 

Tothe ucmoft of meer man both « ,d ^a 

Not more ;ror Honour,, Riches, Kingdom, Glory 
Have been before comenuvd, and may agen : 
Ihereforetoknov , at more thou an t&uan, 
VVorth naming Sonof God by voiced 
Another method I mult now begi ,,. * 

f ^?yinghe caught him up, and without , g 

nT »rc through the Air foblime " 

'2S™ andnV. p iain . 

^'underneath them fair - 

|he holy Qty hlied high her 
;Vnd higher y etthegl 

«£i pile, far on , ■■ anng like a iY, c 

"'Alabafter, top'twirhGo . 

x hereon the higheftPi 
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fbeSonof God : and added thus in f 

The and, it thou wilt ftand ; to Hand upnght 
/ill M k thee skill i I to thy Fathers ^ & 
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« i0 Have brought thee, and higheft plac t, higheit is bed 
' Now (hew thy Progeny j it not to ftand, 
Caihhy fclf down 5 fofclyif Son of (jod = 
For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in thir hands 

Thev flail up lift thee, left at any time 
Thou chance to dafh thy footagamfta ftonc. 

Towhomthus JeTus ? alfott is *$&»». ft . 

Tempt not the Lord thy God, he laid and ftood. 
But Satan (inittcn with amazement tell 
56o ^ when Earths Son Jmxtis ( to compare 
Small thingswith grcateft ) m &jfew*9 
With JovcsAkula, and ore foiW ihU role, 
Receiving from his mother Earth new itrength, 
Frefh from his fall, and fiercer grapple joynd, 
ThroitlU at length in the Air, exp.rd and tell J 
So after many a toil the Tempter proud, 
Renewing freCh affaulcs, amidft his pride 
Fell whence he ftood to fee his Viftor fell. 
And as that Jhebm Monftcr that propos d 
i7 oHer»ddlc, and him, who Iblv'd it not, devour [■ 
ThaTonCeioundoutandlblv'd, for grief and fp., 

Call net (elf headlong from ^/fff'f S 
Softrook with drtadand anguilh tell the Fiend, 
And 10 his crew, thar fat conlultmg brought 
Toylels triumphal* of hi, hop'. Uicccfs, 
Ruin, and defperation, and tutmay, 
Who durftfo proudly tempr. the Son Ot fcocu 
So Satan fell and {tout a fiery Globe 
Of Angels on full fail of wing Hew mgn, 






* So Who on their phrnivVatfe r* 1 • 

On a green bank, 

AtaUenfCjlcfti, g* *%** 

Ambrofcl turns fetcht from 1 rf| 

TTatfoon rc:rcfhd him- , an -/ , 

U.tlmt, and as he fed, AngtlicOuir/, 
Sung Heavenly Anthems of via," 
Over temptation , and rhcTemptcr proud. 

I rue Imnge O the Father theVthron'd 
In.hebo.iom «*«*» andlightof light 

in ttefluy J .bernacle, ■■ 

Habit, or irate, or motion, 1" J; n ^ 

Thebon ;) fGod 3 ^nhGc :e force £fl 
Agamfi th 5 Attempt* r of th thcx Th™ 

Thoudjdftd fejf «A 

&-nn. > ,bafl 

Supplanted ^ vanquiflrii, . 

And fruftrated th lic!U . 

He never more hem rth will dare fet foot 

Af,;' 10 ' t of earthly blifib. 

Aratrcr^aradifeisg led nw 

Vs ndhisGh bora 

a&aviour art come down tor 







w fcatl dwell fecure, when tame fhall fee 

Of Tcmi about tear. 

Butthou, Infernal Serpent, A* not long 

Rule in theCbuda i fife an Autumnal Star 

OrUgbmingrnoufimltfallfbrn^ntroddown 
Underhisfeet: for. froo^ e*re thu (thou feel ft 

Thy wound, yet not thy laft an "M*""* 

Bv this repulfe recdv'd, add hold ft in Hell 
, ae No triumph j mail hff Gates- ^^ 

M Thy bold attempt ; hereafter learn with ^ 
To dread the Son of Cod : he al 1 unarm d 
Shall chafe thee with the terror oMus voice 
From thy Demoniac holds pofidhonfotu 

W Thee and thy Legions, yellmg they fhall Ik, 
And beg tu hide them in a herd or Swine, 
Left he wmmand them down into the deep 
Bound, ami to torment tc.lt before th.v tune 
Hail Son of the moilHigh, he.r of both World 
63ft QueUer of Satan, on thy glor.ous work 

" Now enter, andbegin to lave mankind. 

• Thus they th.:S-nof God our Sav,>ur me h 

Sung Vi£br, and from Heavenly l calt rchclht 

Brighton his way with joy; heMnobferyd 

Home to his Mothers hotile private return O- 
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Of that fort of Dramatic ?oem ttbicb 
u call d Tr/i g edy. 

TRagedy, as it was anciently compos'd hitfa 
S3 "•£• d *■ 6™vcft, momleft, aid 
,, n , mo ? Potable of all other Poems : there- 
fore .ucl by Ar,fi«k to be of power by raifing pk 

ful ike »T'' 0r ; £0 P^S^hemindof thoS 
Ach like palhons,thatrs,to temper and reduce ther 
to aft mcaiure with a kind of delight, ftirr'd up b 
reading or feeing thofe pailions well imitated Nor 
is Nature wanting ,n her own effefts tTmake <nT 
his aflcmon : forfo in pfayfc thin f ^ohc 
hue and ouahty are us'd againft melancholy W 

I pfi'.n? f r VT ' *J t0 , rem?ve ^ "uH Hen « 
Pin ofophers and other graved Writers, as cSJ? 

T l^wn £ "I? m and llluftrate tiieir difcouile. 
The Apoftle /Whimfclfthought it not unwor 

™cJ *t f!f ,d ' ! « the whole Coo ,al 

Heavenly Harpmgs and So ng ^wia. , 

(bra 



fore Men in higheft dignity have labour'd not-, 
iittle to be thought able to compofc a Tragc 

Of that honour Dionyfim the elder was no left arn^ 
bitious,than before ofhis attaining to thcTyram 
Augujlus Ca-jar alio had begun his Ajax t but unabli 

to pleafehisown judgment: with what lie had be- 

gun, left it unfinilht. genccd the Philofophcr is b; 
ibme thought the Author of thofc Tragedies i a 
left the belt of them ) that go under that nam 
Gregory J$aziani.en a Father of the Church,thougl 
it not unbefecming the iancYity of hisperfonto 
write a Tragedy, w Inch heentitl d.Cbrifi/ufferi^ 
This is mention d to vindicate Tragedy tromtr 
fmall eftecm,or rather mlamy , which in the accou 
of many it undergoes at this day with other co: 
mon Interludes ; hap'ning through the Poets err 
of intermixing Comic ftutt withTragic fadne 
gravity ; or introducing trivial and vulgar pen 
which by all judicious hath been counted abiurd 
and brouehtin without difcretion,corruptly to 

fifie the people. And though ancient Tragedj 
no Prologue, yet nftng fometimes^ in cafeo 
defencc,o?explanation,that wind! Marttalc&s 
Epiftle; in behalf ofthisTrageuvcomir^toi - 
ter the ancient manner, much differen li on « 
among us paHes for bell, t mUCh t *±? 6 
may be Ep&Td; that Chorus » here in reduce 
the Greek manner, not ancient Only bur J» 
and m in ufe among the ItdtmXn the modp 



therefore oi this Poem, with good reafon, the An- 
cients and Italians are rather lollow'd, as of much I 

more Authority and fame. The meafureot Verio 
usYi in the Chorus is of a 11 forts,call\i by the Greeks 
Monolhophk, or rather Apolelymenon" without re- 
gard had to Strophe^ Antijtwpbeaz EpoJ, which 
were a kind of Stanza's fram'd only for the Mafic, 
then ns'd with the Chorus that lung ; not eflential 
to the Poem, and therefore not material ; or being 
divided into Stanza's or Paufes, they may be calfd 
Allxoftropha. Divifion into Act and Scene refer- 
ring chiefly to the Stage to which this work never 
was intended J is here omitted. 

It fufhees if the whole Drama be found not pro- 
duc't beyond the fift Acl, of the flile and uniformi- 
ty, and that commonly call'd the Plot, whether in- 
tricate or explicit,which is nothing indeed but fach 
ceconomy, or difpofition of the fable as ir Hand 
bell with verifimilitude and decorum; the mly 
will beft judge who are not unacquainte ith 
Asfcbulus, Sophodes^nd Euripides., the three Ti 
gic Poets uncquall'd yet by any, and the beft ru 
to all who endeavour to write Tragedy. 1 
eumfcription of time wherein the whole Drama 
gins and ends, is according to ancient rule, 

tell example, within the fpace of 24 hours. 




The AUGUMEN T. 

Amfbn made Captive, Blind, and now in the 1 
fin at Gaza , I a to labour at in a com 



work-hottfe, on a Fefiival day, in the general cefi 
fitt ion from labour, comes forth into the of en Air , to * 
place nigh, fimewhat retired then to fit a <ik and fa 
moan hts condition* Where he happens at length to fa q 
fited by certain friends and equals of Ins tribe, whisk 
make the Chorus , who fiek to comfort him what th 
can', then by his old Father Manoa, who evdeav&u 
the like , and withatt tells him his purpofe to proenn 
liberty by ranfim ; lafily , that this Feafi was 
claim 4 by the Philiftins as a day of Thanksgiving fa 
their deliverance fro;;; the hands of Samfon, which 
more troubles him. Manoa then departs to profic: 
h:s indiavour with the Philiftian Lords fir Samib. 
redemption-, who in the mean while is vtfited other 
ftrfins ; and lafih by a public A Officer to require 
coming to the Feaft before the Lords and People, to t. 
cr jfew his fireng their prefence; h 

nijfing the pi Officer with 4 H 

come ; at kngth per/haded inwardly t was from 

God, he yields to go along with him, who cam now 

he fiecond time with great threat?, r to fetch 
the 'Chorus yet rem ing on the \ re, M 
turns full of joy fa 11 hft f to procure ire h 
d once : in the ' % ? of . »hicb dt * 




The Perfons. 



Samfon. 

Manoa the Father of Samf. 
Dalila his Wife. 

Harapha tf/Gath. 
Publicfc Officer. 
Meflenger. 
Chorus ofDmites. 



Ehrew comes w hafie cwj f at firjt 5 m ™f 

more difi h n f> » 

dene to:/, 'hilil :d bj act, m to M i wM 

v/tib the 




The Scene before the Vrifon in 

Gaza. 







SAMSON 

AGONISTES 

Smf. A Little onward lend thy gui g hand 

For yonder bank hath « iceofSa, orftS ' 
percIamwJntEofit, when any chance 
Relieves mcfrom my : of fen4 I, 
Ifefarin f d*«nmoo Prifon elfeenjoynW 

The ; ur, m p n o„\la!fo, dofc and damp, 

Unwholk^ jugk: but here , d? , 

-J.Kh,vatho : |.; - nh . di ttaJflwi 

. Wlayaolcmn . lfcl l. ,pW< 

J™ »«h«r! -Idol, aii 

fe : ousv 8 

";! Weave 

'[I 

^•ikiotheb 

rm 
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Times paft, what once I was, and what am new 
O wherefore was my birch from Heaven for 
Tx by an Angel, who at lall in Gght 

Of boih my Parents all in flames afcended 
From oft" the Altar, where an OflYing burn'd, 
As in a fiery column charioting 
His Godlike prefence, and from fomc great a£t 
Or benefit revcal'd to Abrahartfs race F 

30 Why was my breeding ordered and prefaib'd 
As of a peribn fepararc to God, 
Dcfign'd for great exploits • if I mult die 
Betray'd, Captiv'd, and both my Eyes put our, 
Made of my Enemies the fcorn and gaze ; 
To grind in Brazen Fetters under task 
Whh this Heav'n-giftcd ftrcngth ? O glorious ftrengi 
Put to the labour of a Bead, debas'c 

Lower than bondflave / Promife W$A that I 
Should ljrael from Thiliftian yoke deliver ; 

4° Ask for this great Deliverer now, and find him 
Eyclcls in Gaza nt the Mill with flaves, 
Himfclf in bonds under Philifium yoke ; 
Yet flay, let me not raftily call in doubt 
Divine Prediction ; what if all foretold 
Had been fulfill 9 *) but through mine own dehuk, 
Whom have I to complain of but my felt ? 
Who this high gift of ftrcngth committed to n 
In what part lodefd, how ealily bereft rae, 
Under the £ of filence could not keep, 

50 Bui x woman muft reveal it, 

OVecome with importunity and a 
O ; of mind, in body i 

Bui s llrcngi athout a doub 

Of wk d, vaft, uawieldjr, bt nfom, 



Proudly CcaxtCf yet liable to Kill 

By weal futdeties, c -de to rule, 

But tofubftrve crew; :n bi com 
God, when lie gave me ltrength, toflip 

] fow Qight the gift was, hung it in my I lair, 

« fl But Peace, I mull not qv; I with 

Of higheft difpen&tion, wiiichl in 

Happ'ly had ends al my reach to know : 

Suffices that to me lb my b 

And proves the fburfe i .11 my mi ies j 
So many, and (b huge, that each apart 
Would ask a life to wail, but chief of al!, 

j- Ofofiof fight, of tl: :tlcomplu::i ! 

Blind among enemies, O le than ch 
,0 Dungeon, or k y, dec; e.' 

Light the prime work of ( >"mc i ;, 

And all her v;irior delight 

Annull'd, v. h might in part mj 
Inferlbur totheyileft now I 

Of manor \v. celcic, 

They creep, yet fee, I \ 
Todaily fraud, contempt. 

Within do: or-, 

in pow^r o| 

Scarce half 1 ftem to k 

Odark, dark, d , 

jrreco?erablj d& 

\ tout 

Oliril en 

gj< fo and light w 

1 n dthypri 

J he Sun 10 me is dark 

be Mo- 

F 
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Sam [on Agonifes. 



' 



When fiic defcrts the night 
*° Hid in her vacant intcrlunar cave. 
Since light fb neccflary is to lift:, 
And almoft Ufe it (elf, if it be true 
That light is in the Soul, 
She all in every part ; why was the fight 
To fuch a tender ball as th' eyeconfin'd? 
So obvious and (b eafie to be quench't. 
And not as fa-Hug through all parts diffus'd, 
That flic might look at will through every pore? 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light} 

ioo As in the land of darknefs yet m light, 
To live a lite half dead, a living death, 
And buried 5 but O yet more miierablc? 
My felf, my Sepulchcr, a moving Grave, 
Buried, yet not exempt 
By priviledge of death and burial 
From worft of other cvalls, pains and wrongs, 
But made hereby obnoxious more 
To all the milcries of lift, 
Life in captivity 

* IQ Among inhuman toes. 

But who are thefe ? for with joint pace I hear 
The tread of many feet tearing this way ; 
Perhaps my enemies who come to Jlare 
At my affliction, and perhaps to infuk, 
Their daily pra&icc to afflict me more. 

Chv. Tte,tbisishe; ioftly a while, 
Let ue not break in upon him ; 
O change beyond report, thought, or be! 
See how he lies at random, airelcily dittu 

»° With languilh't head unpropt, 

As one pall hope, abajidon'd, 



ft 
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And by himfclf given over ■ 
Inflavifh habit, ill-fitted weeds 
O'rc worn and fblid j 

Or do my eyes mifrcprcfcnc ? Can this be he ' 
That Heroic, that Renown'd, 
Irrcfiihblc Sam/on ? whom unarm'd (with ft j nd • 
No ftrength of man, or fiercdt wild beaft could 
Who tore the Lion, 35 the Lion t- j the Kid, 
u° Ran on embattcll'd Annies clad in Iron, 
And weaponlefs himfelf, 

Made Arms ridiculous, ufctefs the forgery 
Of brazen Shield and Spear, the hammer'd Cuirafs 
Chafybean temper'd fteel, and frock of mail ' 

Adamantcan Proof j 
But fafeft he who flood aloof, 
When infupportably his foot advanc'r, 
In fcorn of their proud arms and warlike took 
Spurn'd them to death by Troops. The bold Jfca. 
■ Hcd from Ins Lion ramp, old Warriors turn'd Chute 
T heir plated backs under his heel • 
Or grovling fbil'd their crdfed helmets in the duft. 
I hen with what trivial weapon came to hand, 
The Jaw of a dc*d AS, his lword of bone, 
Athoufand fore-skins feB, the Howcrof PaUjfm 
In Raniath-kthi famous to tl lay : 
Then by taa force pull'd up, and on his moulders 
1 he Gates o i Azz.a, Poll, and maffic ( k 

Up to rhcHill by Hebron, feat of C ,id, 

ISO journey of a Sabbath-day, and loaded fo'- 
I who„ 5 the Gentiles feigi , bear up 
Much (hall I hrrt b. 11, r 

Thy Bondage or loll Sight, 
* I'nfbn within Prifon 



Fj 



Inl 







Inseparably dark ? 

Thou irt become ( Oworftimprilbnment/) 

Xhe Dun© i of thy felfj thy Soul 

( Whkh Men enjoyin;.; light oft without caufc 



$ 



ImrJrifbh'd now mi d, 
•' i;\ real darknefeof die body dwel 
Shut up from outward light 
To incorporate with gloomy night > 



( plate 



For inward light al 



Put- forth no vilual beam* 
O mirror of our fickle ll.uc, 
Since nun on earth unparallelM? 
The rarer thy • Bple Bands, 
By how much from the top of wondrous glory, 
Strong t of mortal men, 
xyo To loweft pitch <>i abject fortune thou art I 
For him 1 reckon 001 in high eftate 
Whom long defcent of birth 
Or the fpl of fortune raifes ; 
But tb< /whole, ilrcngch, while vcttuc wash sj 

Mij ' : baveftbdu'd the Earth, 
Umverfolly crown'd with higheft praife. 
- Ihearthefoufldof words, theii 
3 /es unjointed t e'e it reach myear. O 
{ r. Hefpeak,Iet us aw nigh. Matchle 
ii The f, now the grief , __i 

cometl ■hbours not u 

■ / a ' ■'■ 

:or tx e, or if I 

( or Coni V bv j 

S-lve io thy 

►f :i u- il'd mind, 

> as Balm to fefter*d woun 



Now of my own - .,.■.' 

N kk>- 

• Bear in theii on (©) 

] would be ui 
Theyfwarra, but in 
Not to be found, though (> In. 
How many evils h ■ . 

Jfet that which w nowfeall ■■> 

Blindncis, forbad 1 fight, o 
How could i >k up, 

Who like a fooliih Pilot i -'r, 

«•" My Vcffel trufh . me from 
Glonoufiy rigg'd ; and for a \ 
Fool, have &\ yd the lee: \ >f G 
To a deceitful Woman ; Friends, 

Am 1 not lung and pre.', r! 

In every fireet, doth 

Are come upon him his defen ? 

Immeamrable ftrenj 

In mc, of wifdom Both 
Tins with theotherft 
:; -The > prop >n\liilc 
Ci Tax notdivi 
HaveerrM, and by b. j 

And mail in, pr. 

Inject nnc then i,W. 

Who haft. 

■uthto fay, [q h 

.Ufhouldftw ; 

1 Ik-. 



1 fa 
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Samfon Agmiftes, 



Me, not my Parents, that I fought to wed, 
The daughter of an Infidel : they knew not 
That what I mention'd was of God ; I knew 
From intimate impuHe, and therefore urg\l ! 

The Marriage on ; that by occafion hence 
I might begin Jfradh Deliverance, 
The work to which I was divinely callM ; 
She proving falfe, the next I took to Wife 
. ( that I never had .' iond wifh too late. ) 
•so Was in the V:ilcof Sorec, Dalila, 

That ipecious Monfter, my accomplifht fnarc, 
I thought it lawfull from my former a&, 
And the fame end ; /till watching to opprefs , 

libel's oppreflburs: of what now I (uffcr 
She was nor the prime caufc, but I my felf, 
Who vanquiftit with a peal of words (O wcakntf 

Gave up my fort of filence to a Woman. 

Cfjrc In feeking jqft occafion to provoke 
The Ph'tUftine, thy Countries Enemy, 
:io Thou never waft rcmifs, I bear thee witnefi : ' 

Yet J frael ftill Jerves with all his Sons. 

Sam. That fault I take not on me, but t fe 
On IfraePs Govcrnuurs, and He of Tribes, 
VVho I Dg thole great ic\ oh God had done 
Si: ; by me again ft their Conejuerours ; 

A< led'gu nor, or not at all confuler'd 

1\ ii vcrancc of d ; I on the other fide 

ami n ro commend my deeds, (w 
The deeds thcmfclves, though mute, (poke loud 

?5o }; they perfifted deaf, and would not fccm 

To count them things worth no g*" 

Tru ii Lords r \$km$ with gathered pov 

Enterd Jn<ka rig me, v/hothen c 



Samfi 



on 



omites, 
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Safe to the rock of Etham wsl; .], 

Not flying? bin for£cafting in what place 

To ict upon them what advantag'd 1 

Mr^ wink- the men of JtUab top) it 

The harrafs of 1 r La, round ; 

I willingly on Ih 

Into their hand , 

To the uncircui) 

Bound with two core 

TouchtwJ laffic 

Unarm'd, andwil 

Their choiccft yo> 

Had Judah that day 

They had by this | ic Tow. >f G*tb y 

And lorded over t! 10m now f 

But what mor; inNatior apt, 

And by their v : broug ;tudc, 

Than to love Bo re than Liberty, 

Bondage with && th, q ftreauo Iberty ; 

And to delpife, or envy, or fufj 

Whom God hath of hi jcia: r our rais'd 

As their Deliverer ; if he aught begin, 

How frequent to d xhim, and \ Cx 

To heapingraui- . onworthiei edfl ? 

Cbo. Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Sttccotb and the Fort of Venuei 
Their great Del inrrd, 

The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 
Oi Ma&an xind (htKafiffd: 

And he: il Epbraim 

Had dear twjepbtba^ who by argument*, 
Noc \ ft than ty his ftnek- £*ar 

blended Ifratl trom the Ammon; 

4 
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eftqueHM their pride 
In thai lore battel when fo many aVd 

dioui R odjudg'd to death, 

1 ] or want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

\ -' ' Cuch examples add me to the roul ' 

1 Mei indeed mine may neglect, ■ ' 

R. But GoJs propos'd deliverance not Jo. 

. C . Juft are the ways of God, 
H And jullifiable to Men ; 

H n ; ''"•»• be who think not God at all, 
T H 'v, i, grwaik ottcuee; 

For ch Do.. : trine never was there School, 

But the heart of the Fool, 

4nd no man therein Doctor but bimfelf, 

Yt I nore there be who doubt his ways not jufe 
As to his own edicb, found contradi&ing, 
\'e the rains to wandring thought, 
Regardld.s of his glories diminution ; 
Till by their own perplexities involv'd 
They ravel more, ilill lefs refolv'd, 

But never rind feii-faiislying folution. 

As if they would confine th' interminable, 

And tie him to his own prefcript, 

V> Who made our Laws to bind us, not himfelf, 
And haih lull right to exempt 
Whom fo it pleafes him by choice 
From National obfiri&iofl, without taint 

Oi fin, or legal debt 5 

Fur wnh hi n Laws be can befi difpenco. 

i Id not die who never wanted : 

F- • jtiflcaulc 

To li ; pe< 

F -ipicd this Heroic Nn , 



Sam] Agsniftes. 



!ov. 



jfthi 

To fe . | 

Down I n then, ai 
Though R 1 re aver 

That moral verditqu: rot u: n: 

Unch Sequent, 

Hue fee here cor 

With careful ftcp, I arhitt te, i 

Old /I 1otm£ : i 

Tbrthwkkh ftro 

StfW. A} , an* 
With menti I of thai name rei It, 

Man. Brethi au 

Th( h in this i: x<: j it < , 

A> I fubp ; ! :...■'■ , 

MySonno\ , hither i 

Your younger feet, while nriiK i 
Came \ r ; fey it he iv here 

C/w. . ;nal now in l< 
340 AscarlHn higheii, 1 

Man. O mil Ac cha , 

That - invincible Samfin^ £«?fenO I 
Thcciivadof / . h 

Equi . to A 

None ght • \ 

Dueled their > 

Himfelf an Army, n< 

To &V1 ft :i I -' 

At on O l 

i ftn / and oh what i 

Dec / N - 
1 ? for, bui 



Samfon/igonijtes, 

I pray'd for Children, and thought bmemft 

In wedlock a reproach ; [ f: a m \l ;l lS „ n 
Such a Son as all men hail'd mc happy • 
Who would be now a Father m waited ? 
O wherefore did God grant me my rcquefr 
And as a blcffing with (ueh pomp adori'd ? 
Why arc his gifts deferable, to tempt 
"• Our carneil Prayer,, then giv'n v,,rhfolcmn hand 
As Graces, draw a Scorpions tail behind > 
For this did the Angel twice dclccnd ? for this 
Ordain d thy nurture holy, as of a Plant • 
Sweet, and Sacred, Glorious for a while, ' 
The miracle of men : then in an hour ' 
Enfnar'd, affaulted, overcome, led bound, 
Thy Foes denfion, Captive, Poor, and Hind 
Into a Dungeon thruft, to work with Slaves ? 
Alas methmks whom God hath chofenonce 
9fo To worthicft deeds, if he through frailty err, 
He mould not fo o'rewhelm, and as a thrall 
SubjecT: him to fo foul indignities, 
Be it but for honours lake of former deeds. 

Sam. Appoint not heavenly difpofition, Father, 
Nothing of all thefe evils hath bcfall'n me 
But jultly ■ I my (elf have brought them on, 
Sole Author J, (61c caufe : if aught (eem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who have profan'd 
The myftcry of God giv'n me under pledge 
380 Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanltt) my faiihlefs enemy. 
This well I knew, nor was at all (urpris'd, 
But wanvd by ok experience : did not fhe 
Of Timna iuir betray me, and repeal 
The fecrct wrefted from me in her liighth 

^ Of 



Samfon Agonijtes. 
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Of Nuptial love profefT, carrying it ftrait 
To them who hud corrupted her, my Spies, 
And Rivals? In this other was time \d 
More Faith ? wbo aJft> in her prime of love, 

)$© Spoufal embraces, vitiated with Gold, 
Though offered only, by the ient conceived 
Her fpurious firft-born J Trcafon againft me? ' 

Thrice (he allay *d v/ith flattering prayer; and fighs, 
And amorous reproaches to win horn me 
My capital fecret, in what part my ftrongth 
Lay ftor\l,in what part fumm'd,that Che might know • 
Thrice I deluded her, and turn \i to f port 
Her importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly, and with what impudence 

4 00 She purposM to betray me, and (which was worfc 
Than undiflembPdhare ) With what contempt 
She fought to make meTraytor to my (elf; 
Yet the Fourth time, when muftring all her wiles, 
With blandifht parlies, feminine -, 

Tongue-batteries, fhe forecast not day nor night j 
Toilormmeover-watch'r, and we r, j 

At times when men leek mole repofe and reft, 
I yielded, and unlocked her all myhearr, 
Who with a grain of manhood v.el 1 rcfolv'd 

410 Might ealily have fhook off all her inures : 

But foul effeminacy held me yok't ; 

Her Bond-flavc j 6 indignity, O blot 
To Honour and Religion .' fervil mind 
Rewarded well with fcrvil puniflimenr/ 
Thcbafed* c to which I now am fallen, 
Thefe 1 ibis grinding, is not yet fo bate 

A* w .jy former fervitt ignoble, 

Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 

True 



amfon yniftes\ 

Truci anddutblint 

> That faw not how dej ,- | fl -. n ,v 

Mm. Icvmtxpraithth 
^ther approjM tfc not . butthoudui 

Frad fome QCcsfioa toj „.,-},", 

I ftatc not that ; this I am fare our Foes. 
Found foon occafion thereby to make thee 

Tfair Captive, an d tliir triumph 5 thou the (boner 
Temptation found^ orovcr-potent charms 
I o violate the facred truft of fifence 
«« Dopohtcd within thee j which to have kept 
_Aaat was nuhy power; true; and thou ibear^ 
Enough, and more the burden of that fault - 



Bitterly haft thou paid, and 11,11 art payu 

I hati'Krid rmv. 4 m~.fi. .l: 

I ins day iirc ramjrmes ,1 popu 



ut rigid fcore. A worfe thin g yet remains, 

11; day the K , a popular Fealt 

; Here celebrace in Gam ; andpeoc] ro 
J atPomp, andSacriSce, and Praties loud 
ToDagm, as their <5od who hath & r*d 

Tlice SrfWgfoj bound and blind into thii 
Them out of thine, who flew'l't them ra - a flai 

Sol m Ihall be magnified, and God, 

Befid 10m is no God, compar'd with Idols, 

] ►rifi'd, blafpherrTd, and had in fcorn 

Bytlv Idolatrous rout arnidit thek wine ; 

Which to have come to pafi by m ;of thee, 
; •'" of all thy (ullcrings think the hcavieft, 

Or all rep. ch the molt with fhamethat < . 

Could have befali*a I and thy FatJw 
/. Father, I do acknowledge and 
.joTI r- I this pomp i • 'on 

To />.-i. and ajae'd 

A 



sim on Jivo 

AmongthcH bea round- to cbr< 

•pjf] v, obloquy, and op't the mouths 

Ofldolifts, andi have brought fcandal 

-j' /.. cc of God, and doubt 

In feel hearts, propcale anough before 
To waver, orxaHon and joy n with idols; 
Which is mychi Hon, fhame and fur , 

TS uilhof nn Mil, thatfuflers not 

460 Mine eye to-harbot fleep^ or thoughts to reft. 
This only hope relieves me, that the ftrife 
With me hath end; all theconteft is now 
'Twixt God and T>agm , Dagonlmh prelum'd, 
Me overthrown., to enter lifts with God, 
His I )cip' comparing and pi ring ; 

BefcretheGod bam. He, before, 

Will not connive, or linger, thu provok*^ 
But will arifeand his great i Esrt : 

Dagon muft ftoop, andfiiaUe're receive 
470 Sucha difcomfif, as ftsall quite defpoil him 
Of all vhele b> Trophies won on me, 

And witho a blank bis Worfhippers. 

Man. With caufc this hope r< .hee,and thi 

I as a Prophecy receive : for God, 

Nothing more certain will not long defer 

To vindic >ryof 

Again ft all competition, nor will long 

Endure it, .cilu >db J, 

Or Dagon. But \ov thee wh hail be done ? 

4«© Thou t in the mean wl ere forgot 

LI 

I ly h 7 

1 -■ i - tomtotn 

ell:: b/thia 

Hv 
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Havefatis/iM thir utmoft of it vcnge 

By pains and iWcries, wwfe than death infixed 

On thee, v.ho now no more canll do them harm 

Sam Spa, -Mpropofal.Pathcr.fpareth etroubic 
Of Chat lollicitauon ; let mc here, 

4?o As I delavc, pay on my punifhrnent: 
And expiate, it poiiiblc, my crime, 
ShamctuII garrulity. To have rcvcal'd 
Secrets or men, the fecrcts of a friend, 
Howhainous had die feS been, how deferving 
Contempt-, and fcornof all, to be excluded 
All rriendihip and avoided as a blab, 
The mark of fool let on his front ? 
But I Gods counfel have nor kept, his holy fecret 
Prdumptuoufly have publifh'd, impioufiy. 

$°= Weakly at lea It, and fliamcrully : Ami 
That Gentries in thir Parables condemn 
Tothirabyfs and horrid pains coniin'd. 

Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
Butacl norm thy own alilicTion, Son, 
Repent the lin, but if the punifhrnent 
Thou canll avoid, felf-prelervation bids; 
Orth 1 execution leave to high difpolal, 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit h'om thy felf: perhaps 

jio God will relent", and quit thee all his debt « 
Who evermore approves and more accepts 
( Belt pleas'd with humble and lilial fubmiilion) 
Him who imploring mercy files for life, 
Then who felf-rigorous ehoofes death as due j 
Which; lesoVef-juft, and /clf-ditplcas'd 

Tot nee, more than for God offended. 

Rejcd not then what ofFcr'd means, who knows 

J Bui 




on Agontjl 



45 



But God bath fet before us, to return thec 
Home to thy conmrcy and his tiered houfr, 

s3 o Where rhoureayftbringthy ofiVings, to avert 
Hi rdttr ire, with prayers and vows renewed, 

Sam. His pardon 1 implore i but as for life, 
To what end ihould I feek it ? when in fixength 
AJimortals J excelled, and great in hopes 
With youth full courage and magnanimous thought* 
Of birch from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 
Full of divine in)tin£f, after fome proof 
Of Acts indeed heroic, far beyond 
The Sons of Avac 9 famous now and blaz'd, 

530 Fearlefi of danger, like a petty God 
I wallc'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 
On hollile ground, none daring ray affront. 
Then fwoll'n with pride into the fiiarc I fell 
Of fair fallacious look?, venereal trains, 
' Softn'd with pleafure and voluptuous life ; 
At length to lay my head and hollow pledge 
Of all my ftrength in the lafeivious lap 
Of a deceitful! Concubiae wholhoreme 
Like a tame Weather, all ray precious fleece, 

J4° Then turn'd me out ridiculous, difpoiPd, 
Shaven, and ditarnrd among mine enemies. 

Chor. Define of wine and all delicious drinks, 
Which many a famous Warriour overturns, 
Thou could reprefs, nor did the dancing Ruby 
Sparkling, out-powr'd, the ihvor or the finell, 
Or tafte that cheers thehca q£ Godsor Men, 
Allure the from the cool Chi- e ftrcam. 

Sam. Where • fountain or frefh current ilow'd 
Againft theE.dlemray, tranflucenr, pure. 

w With touch saherial of Hcav y rod 




Igtmifles. 

J.'i ran j c ' ftom «fo tr naifcjrJBfce allaying 




birft, and r< frefl 



uit; nor e 



fnvy'd them the -j 

WiofchuiJsihactiirbuleittlKjHorfiUgwtth 
C Omadneis, to chink ufe of ftronecftwi 

And i; ftdrmbourchicffupportof heaUh 

VV hen ( >od with theft forbidd'n made choice to re 
His mi tampion, ftrong above compare. 

S was only bom the bquid brook. ' 

8f*&* li'dilus tempcrancc,not complex 

j«o Aeamft anothi objecl m qreentkang ? 

What I It at one gate to make defence, 

And at another to Jet in die foe 
Effeminatly vanuuifh't ? by which means, 
Nov/ blind, diiheartn\i, fham'd, diflionoi , i\n 
To what can I bcufcfull, . wherein lerve 

My Nation, and the work from Heaven irflpos'd, 

But to lit idle on the houfliold hearth* 
A burdenous drone ; to viiitants a gaze, 
Or pitied bbje ,, thefe redundant locks 

rjo Robuiriousta no purpofe claftring down," 
Vain monument or ftrength ; till length of v 

Lentary numnefi craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obicure. 

Here rather let me druc! earn my bread. 

Til) :m or die draff oi fervile food 

Confumeme, and ofr-invoca: h 

Hali'n the welcom end or all n 

lit thou then lerve die net \ 

Which \ ;;a ;, ni : mioythem? ( 

j8e Better at home lie bed-rid, n< i dyidlc, 
inglorious, usimploy'd, with a out-worn. 
But ( I a fountain at thy pi 

I cdry g o,fpring, tbythirftto 
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After the brunt of battel, can as ealie 
Guile light again within thy eyes to fpring, 
Wherewith to fare him better than thou haft • 
And I pcrfw.ide me fb ; why tile this ftr ;th 
Miraculous yet remaining inthofe locks? 
His might continues in thee not for naught, 

59° Nor flia.ll his wondrous gifts be fruftrate thus, 

Sam. All othcrwifc to me my thoughts portend, 
That thefe dark orbs no more fhall treat with light* 
Nor th' other light of life continue long, 
But yield to double darknefi nigh at hand : 
So much I feel my genial (pints droop, 
My hopes all fiat, nature within me feems 
In all her functions weary of her felf ; . 
My race of glory run, and race of fhame, 
And I fhall (hortly be with them that reft. 

«°° Mm. Believe not thefe lug i0]13 ^jfafa : ;( j 

From anguifhof themind and humours bl ., 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Mult not omit a Fathers timely care 
To profecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranfbm, or how elfe : mean while be calm, 
And healing words from thefe thy friends admit. 
oW. O that, torment fhould not be c i 

To the bodies wounds lores, 
With maladies innumerable 
10 In heart, head, br id reins • 

But muff Secret p: >efmd 

Toth'inmofl tmnd, 

V rce accidents, 

And on her pureft fpirii , c »y, 

\- Joints, and limbs 

■' ' ao bfe| , % bur more intenlc, 

G Tl 




Though void of corporal fenfc. 
My griefs not only pain mc 
J As a Jingring dilcafe, 

«ao But finding no rcdrds, ferment and rage 
Nor lefi than Wounda immedicable 

Rauckle, and feller, and gangrene, 

To blade mortification. 

Thoughts my Tormentors arnvd with deadly 1W 

Mangle my apprehenhve tcndcrcR- parts, 

Exafperate, exuicerate, and raifc 

Dire inflammation which nocoolinghcrb 

Or mcdcinal liquor can affwage, 

Nor breath of Vernal Air from fhowy dip. 
«3<> Sleep hatb forfbok and giv'n mc o're 

To deaths benumming Opium as my only cure. 

Thence huntings, fwounings of defpair, 

And fenfc of Hcav ? nsdelertion. 

I was his nurfling once, and choice delight, 

His dcitin'd irom the womb, 

Promisd by Heavenly meflagc twice defcending. 

Under his (pedal eye 

Abftcmious I grew up and thrivM amain ; 

He led me on to mightieft deeds 
€40 Above the nerve of mortal arm 

Againftthe uncircumcis'd, our enemies. 

But now hath call: mc off as never known, 

And to thole cruel enemies, 

Whom I by his appointment had provoker. 

Left me nil helpiefs with th 9 irreparable lofe 

Of fight, rcicrvM -live to be repeated 

The iubjecl'of nhir cruelty or (corn. 

Nor am [-in the lift of them that hope; 

Hopc-leis arc all my evils, ail rcmcdilcfi ; 
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<p This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard, 
No long petition, fpeedy death, 
Thcciofe of all my mileries, and the baktu 

Cbor. Many are the (ay ry of the wife 
In ancientand in modern bo iroll'dj 

Extolling Patience as the truclt fortitude; 
And to the bearing Well of all cal 
All chances incident ro mans frail life. 
Confblatorics writ 

With ftudied argument, and much perfwafion fought 
6*0 Lenient of grief" and anxious thought, 

But to th* afflicted in his pangs thir found 

Little prevails, 01* rather feems a tune, 

Harih, and of diflbnant mood from his complaint. 

Unlets he feel within 

Some fource erf co: o from above ; 

Secret rcfreftings, tbtt repair hi ngth, 

And hunting fpirits uj: 

God of our Fathers, what is man ! 

That thou towai handfbv us, 

€70 Or might I % contrarious, j 

Tcmperft thy providence through his fhort couric, 

Not evenly, as thou rul'ft 

The Angelic orders and inferior creatures mute, i 

Irrational and brute. j 

Nor do I name of men the comraott rout, j 

That wand >fe about, J 

Grow up and ptriflx, is the ilimmcr flic, | 
Heads withot: fte no more rememberd, 

«* 5r l Uch ? s thou haft felcmnly electa. | 

80 With gife and grace: linearly adom'd ' 

I o ionic great work, th lory, | 

And peoples fafery, which in pan thcyefi 

G % Y 
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Yet toward theft thus dignifi'd, thou oft 

Amidftthir highthof noon 3 

Changeff thy countenance, and thy hand with no rc- 
Ot highcil favours pafi s 

From thee on them, or them to thee of fcrvicc. 

Nor only doft degrade them, or remit- 
To liio ohfcur'd, v/hich were a fairdilmifWi, 
.^oBut Lhrov/ii them lower than thou didft exalt them 
Unfeemly falls in human eye, (hieh. 

Too grievous for the trefpafs or omifllon, 
Oft leav^ them to the hoililc (word 

Of Heathen and prophanc, their carkaffes 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or elfc captiv'd : 
Or to the unjuft tribunals, under change of times, 
And condemnation of the ingrateful multitude. 
If thefc they (cape, perhaps in poverty 
With fkknefs and difeaft thou bow'ft them down, 
o Painful dif cafes and deforu'd. 
In crude old age • 

Though not dilbrdinaie, yet caufleis fiiffiing 
The punilhment of dillblute days, in fiiie, 
Juft or unjuft, alike feem miferahlc, 
lor oft alike, both come to evil end. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious Cta : ion, 
The Image of thy ftrength, and mighty minilfcr. 
What do I beg? how halt thou dealt already ? 
no Behold him in this f hue calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou am ft, to | ad. 

But who is chk, what thing of Sea or Land ? 
Fe (ex it (coins, 

That (b bedeck?, oraai and g 
< tiling 

Like a ftai Ship 
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Of Ttirfm, bound for tlv I Acs 
Of Javan or Gather 
With all her bravery on, and tackle trim, 
Sails fill'd, and dreamers waving, 
T'° Courted by all the winds chat hold them play, 
An Amber (cent of odorous perfume 
Her harbinger, a damfel train behind ; 
Some rich Vbikftian Matron file may feem, 

And now at nearer view, no other certain 

Than Dalila thy wife. (near me. 

Sam. My Wife, my Traynvfs, let her not come 
Cbo. Yet on (he moves, now [lands and ci e Hxt, 
About t' have fpoke,fcut now, with head dedi 
7-0 lake a fair flower furcharg'd with dew, Hie weeps 
And words addreft feem iato tears diflblv*<j, 
Wetting the borders of her ,'ilk'n veil ; 
But now again file makes addrefs to fpeak. 

Dal. With doubtful feet and wa inq ifariao 
I came, ftill dreading thy difpleafurc, Samfoti, 
Which to have merited, w hh excufe, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 
May expiate (though the raft more evil drew 
In the perverfe event than I for ) 
My penance hath not flack ,J, my rardon 

«o wwaffirtL But conjugal: /l 

^evading over fear, * , bt 

Math led me on dedrous to b^ U 
Once more thy face, and fa f thy eft , Cc< 
" aught m my ability may fi 
iohghc'ttwhatthouiuner'ft and a 



appcafc 



■ yn, ;'f Kfeisinmy r, 

1/ raft but more led l 



G 
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102 Samfon Agomftes. 

Sam. Out, out Hyan* • thefe arc thy wonted am, 
o And arts of. every woman falfe like thee, 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 
Then a:-, repentant to fubmit, belecch, 
And reconcilement more with feign'd remorfe, 

Con ich;, and promile wonders in her change, 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 

Her. husband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 

His W Ftue or wcaknefs which way to affail : 

Then with more cautious and initrucfed skill 

Affaio tri nfgrefles, and again lubmits; 

o That wi.'eSt and bed men full oft beguil'd 
With goodnefs principl'd not ^reject 
The •■•.iit, but ever to forgive, 

Are drawn to wear out miserable days, 
Entangl'd with a poylnous bofom (hake, 
I „ ,• by quick dellruction foon cut off ' 
As J b thee, to Ages an example. 

Dal. \\ I hear me, Samfcn ; not that I endeavour 
To leffcn or extenuate my offence, 
Bur that on th' other iidc if it be weigh'd 

10 ]\y it lelf, with aggravations not lurdurg'd, 
Or elfe with juft allowance counterpois'd, 
I may. if poii.blc, shy pardon find 
The calier towards me, or thy hatred lefs. 
Firft granting, as I do, it was a wcaknefs 
In me, but incident to all our lex, 
Curiofity, mquifstive- importune 
Of fecrct-s then with like infirmity 

To pubhih than, both common iemale faults I 
to Was it not wcakneis alio to make known 
For importunity, that is, ior naught, 

Wherein counted all thy ftrength and &cry ? 



v 'jon Agomjtes, 

To what I did thou Ih. 
But I to enemies r, t'd^d foould , " 

Nor mould It thou have milt . 

Ere 1 to thee, tl M , tliy *y 

Let weaknefs then with Weaknefs con* to, 

So near related, or the fame of 1-i, i s 

Thine forgive mine ■ that men may confute thine 
790 7 | 1C gentler, it I y t l 30U tsu a not 

More llrength from me, ^ 

And what ir Love, which thou inurprct'lt h 
The jcaloufie of Love, powerful of (way 
In human heart.?, nor led in mine towards e 
Caus'd what I did ? I law thee rnir • 
Of fancy, feard left one day thou wouldft leave mc 
A3 her at Tmma t fought by *]] m< efore 

How to endear, and hold thee to me 
No better way I Paw than by impcrtur. 

* M To learn thy fccrets, get in ,y power 

Thy key of Jteeogih and fefery : -, 

Why then reyeal'd ? I was a 

Who tempted mc, that nothing was dciign'd 

Againfi thee but fafe cufto and hold : 
That made for mc, I knew that life 
Would draw thee forth to perik •, 

While I at home i. full of can ■* 

Wailing thy abfencc i i my d ; 

Here I Ihould itill enjoy th ;ht 

Mine and Lores pi mi, 

s«o Whole to my ielf, uni d, 

Fcarl at hi of partners in m 

Thefe reafc a Lot ea law hav A 

Though fond idrealbnlcfitol 

And Love hath oft, well mc -t a 

4 
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Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain'd. 

Br not unlike all. others, not ftuftere 
As thou art ftrong, inflexible asfteeL 

If thou in ftrength all mortals dolt exceed, 
In uncomp.uiionarc anger do not (6. 
lso ; - How cunningly the farferers dhplays 

I own tran fgreffions, to upbraid mc mine ? 
T hat rj ice not repentance brought thee hither, 
By this appears : 1 gave, thou fay'lt, th' example, 
1 led the way ; bitter reproach, but true, 
I to my kit was falfc e're thou to me, 

Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 

Take to thy wicked deed : which when thou feed 
Impartial, IcU'-ievere, inexorable, 
Thou wilt renounce thy fecking, and much rather 
nfeis ittcign'd, weaknefs is thy excufe, 

And I believe it, weaknefs to rcfiifc 
Vbitijtian gpH : if weaknefs may excufe, 
What Murtherer, what Traytor, Parricide, 
Inceftuous, Sacrilegious, but may plead it ? 
All wickednefs isweaknefi; that plea therefore 
With God or Man will gain thee no remimon. 
But Love conrtrain'J thee ; call it furious rage 
To fcrisfie thy lull : Love leeks to have Love ; 
My Tovehow couldlt thou hope, who tookftthew 
s 4 o To raife in me inexpiable hate, 
' Knowing, as needs J. muft, by thee betray d . 
Jn v I tou 11. i to cover frame with frame, 
O ■ evafions thy crime uncover* more. 
' nil Rlnr^rhoudeterminft weaknefs for n< 



ifi 



I 



t> 



ow honourable, bo g ;'■••.' 
common enemy, who had 



H 



^ichm^htWea^dthebcftrefoh 

The contact, to have yield- 
, 5 o Ic was not gold, ns to my charge tl 
Thjtwroujrbtwithni uou 

And Pnnccsot my country - a 

Solicited, commas -. : , threatn'd, - ' ; 

Adjured by all the mds of ci 

And of Religion, prefix ho 
How honourable, f 
A common enemy. 
Such number our on: 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear, 
86o Preaching how memories i the 

It would be ro enfhare an irreligious 
Difhonourer ot Dam* : what I I 
To oppofc i mil fuch pi :1 arguns ? 
Only my love of thee held long i ; 

And combated in filenceallthric r ins 

With hardconteft: at length that grounded maxim 

So rite and celebrated in the mouths 
Oi wifeftmen ; that to the public good 
s 7 o Private refpewb muft yield : w ,rity 

Took full poll' a of n nd pi ; 

Vertuc, as I thought, truth, d ning. 

Sam. I though ?hcre all thy circling w3es would 

In feign \1 Religion, finooth I (cadj 

Rut had thy love, ilill c ifd, 

Bin, as it ought, fmeciv, it w< ihce 

Far other r< nff$*broughi 
I befo] ill th ot n 

And oi ; my Nation chofeth 



um, ow^<" , And or n. uichofetb ; 

xman or woman, though to thy own My enemies, I. 

f h * 5 Too well, unb 
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Not out of levity, but ovcr-p«, .. , \> 

By thy requcd, who amid deny thee nothing • 
Yetnow am jmlgM an enemy. Why ,!,,„ '' ' 
Didft thou at firft receive me 'lor thy hu feand ? 
' Then, as imcc then, thy countries For profeft: 
Being once a wife, for me thou wail to leave 
Parents and countrc/; nor was I their (iibjeir, 
Nor under their protection but my own, 
Thou mine, not theirs : if aught againft my life 

890 Thy countrcy fought of thee/it fought unjuirly, 
Againft the law or nature, law of nations, 
No more thy countrcy, but an impious crew 
O; men confpiringto uphold thirftate 
By\'Qrfe than hoftile deeds, violating the end3 
For which our countrcy is a name lb dear • 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But 7-eal mov'd thee ; 
To pleafe thy gods thou diclffc ic ; gods unable 
To acquit themfelves and profecute their toes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 

900 Of their own deity, Gods cannot be : 

Lefs therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fc:ir'd, 
Tbefe falfe pretexts and varnilh'u colours railing, 
Bare in thy guilt how foul mud thou appear ? 

Dal. In argument with men a woman 
Goes by the worfe, whatever be her catife. 
. Sam. For want of words no doubt, or lad at 
Witnefs when I was worried with thy peals, (bi 

Dai. I was a fool, too rafli, and quae mtftataa 
In what 1 thought would have fticceeded belt. 

**° Let me obtainlbrgivenefs of thee, Sanyo*, 
Afford me place to fhew what rccompence 
Towards thee I intend for what I have miMonc, 

Mifguidedi only what remains paft Q ^ 



107 



Samfo 

jst not too fcniibly, aorffiUiafift 

To affli<9 thy fell in v »in ; tl gfa fight be loft 

Life yet hath many folates, enjoy M * 

Where other feiC 'delights 

At home in lcifure and ic 
I Exempt from many wm ietowhich 

|»E/e-fight cxpofes daiiy men abroad 

J to the Lords will intercede, no !g 

Tbir kvourableear, that I may Fetch thee 

From forth thus loathlbrn pn'.or.-iv. to abide 
With mc, where my rcdoubl'd love w 

With nwrilng diligence, tome 
May ever tend about thee to old age 
With all things grateful cheurd, an lira 
That what by me thou haft loft thou 
[ Sam. No, no, of my conditio ce no arc ; 
It firs not j thou and I long Gnce are twain; 
Nor think me 16 uk y or accurit 
To bring my feet again into the (hare 
Y\ here once I have been caught - I k 9 thy trains 
Though dearly CO my coif, thy ginns, and toy Is 5 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have power, their force is nuil'd, 
So much of Adders wifdom J have n't 
To fence my ear retries. 

If in my flower c ourh and ftrength, when all men 
Lov^honour'd^lur'dmc.il meeouldlthate mc 

1 hy Husband, flight TOC, fell me, and forgo me; 
How wouldft the mc now, blind, and thereby 
Deceit , inmoftd a child 

Helplels, th. tcmn'd, andfc 

&« laft nc ctbouinfiilt ' 

ken I muftlivc uxorious to thy will 

fa 
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In perfect thraldom, how again betray me, 
Bearing my wordsand doings to the I iorda 
Toglofsupon, and oenfuring, frown orfinile? 
* 5 o This Gaol I count the houfc of Liberty 

To thine, whole doors my feet (lull never enter. 
TinL Let me approach at leaft, and touch thy hand 
Sam. Not for thy life, led fierce remembrance 
My fudden rage to tear thee joint by joint. (wake 
At di (lance I forgive thee, go with that; 
Bewail thy falfhood, and the pious works 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuftrious women, hiithhil wives: 
Chcrifh thy haft Vd widowhood with die gold 
960 Of Matrimonial tt'calbn : fb farewcl, 

DaL I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 
To prayers than winds and feas, yet winds to leas 
Arc rcconcil'd at length, and Sea to Shore: 
Thy anger unappealable, Hill rages, 
Eternal tempeft never to be caltn'd. 
Why do I humble thus my Iclf, and filing 
For peace, reap nothing but rcpulle and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounce ? 
97° To mix with thy concernments I defifl: 

Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own. 
Fame if not double-fac't is doublc-mouth'd, 
And with contrary blall proclaims moll deeds, 
On both his wings, one black, th ? other white, 
T X grcateft names in his wild aerie flight. 
My nam* perhaps among the CircumcisM 

In Dau y in Judab y and the bordering Tribes, 

To all posterity may ftand-dchim'd, 
With maledi&ioa mention 1 I md I blot 
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Q? falfhood mod unconjugal tradiui'r. 
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But in my countrcy where I j e 

In Bawb G0&** A[Jcd, and in GtoA 
I IhallbenamMamongthcfamr it 
Of Women, (ungatfolcmnfcftivalfi, 
living and dead recorded, who to lave 
Her countrcy from a fierce deftroyer, chafe 
Above the faith of wedlock-! ■, my tomb 
* With odours vilited and annual flowers. 
Not lets renowned than in Mount Epbraim, 
L 'facly who with inhofpitablc guile 
Smote Sifera fleeping through the TcmpksnaiiU 
Nor fhall I count it hainous t / 

The public marks of honour and reward 
Conferred upon me, for the piety 

Which to my countrey I was judg'd to have (hewn. 
At this who ever envies or r 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

Chor. She's gone, a mamfeft Serpent by her fting 
Difcover'd in the end, till now c 
10 Sam. So let her go, God lent her to deb 
And aggravate my folly, who commuted 
To fuch a viper his tBC it 

Of fecreiie, my 1 y, andiny life. 
; Cbor. Yet beauty, though injurious, hath ftrange 

' After offence returning, (p° 

Love once pofleft, nor can b 'ily 

Rcpuls't, without much inward p; It 

Andfccrctllj sunoroarcn 

Sam. Lo °"» 

ilock-trc< 

<-<bo. It is not 
Sir iCOt apltftmetii 




no 
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That womans love can win or long inherit ; 
But what it id, hard is to fay, 
Harder to hit, 

( Which way fbcvrr men refer it) 
Much like thy riadle, Samjm, in one day 
Or feven, though one (hould mufingfit ; 
If any oi thcie oral), the Ttmnian bride 
3° Had not fo fbon preferred 
Thy Paranymph, worthless to thee compared, 
Succefiour in thy bed, 
Nor both fo loofly djlally'd 
Thir nuptials, not this lad (o trcacheroufly 
Had (horn the fatal harveft of thy head. 
Is it for iliat fuch outward ornament 
Waslavifh't on their Sex, that inward gifts 
Were left for haftc unfimfii't, judgment leant, 
Capacity not raisd to apprehend 

40 Or value what is beft 

In choice, bur ofteft to affeil the wrong ? 

Or was too much of (elf-love niixt, , 

Of confrancy no root inrixt, 

That cither they love nothing., or not long ? 
What e're it be, to wifeft men and bell 

Seeming at firlt all ht#venly under virgin veil, 

Soft, modeft, meek, demure, 

Once join'd, the contrary ihe proves, a thorn 

Inteftin, far within detenlive arms 
*° A cleaving milchief, in his way to vertuc 

Adverle and turbulent, or by her charm: 

Draws him awry enflavM 

With dotage, and bis fenfe deprav'd 

To folly and fhameful dec, irin 

What Pilot (b expert but nc< auft wreck 







twijon /lgomjtef. ^ 

Enibavqifd with fuch a Stcars-maie at the Helm > 

Favoured of heaven who finds 
One vertuous rarely found, 
That in domeftic id combines : i 

<. Happy that houfe ! 1 > pcacc ;. g^ 

But vertuc which breaks through all oppoiuioa, 

And all temptation c;i move, 

Mo ft fluneaand mo ft is acceptable above. 

Therefore Gods univ lljat 
Gave to the man defpotic power 

Over his female in due awe, 

Nor from that right to part an hour, 
Smile fhe or lowrc; 

So fhall he leail confufion draw 
73 On his whole life, not fway*d 
By female uturpation, or dilmayM. 
But had we beft retire, I let a (form? 

Sam. Fair days have oft contracted wind and rain- 

Cbor. But this another kind of tempcll brings. 

Sam. Be lefs abftrufr, my riddling daysare part. 

Cbor. Look now for no anting voice, nor fear 
The bait of honied words > a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know him by huftnde, 
The Giant Harapha of G*tb 9 his look 
so Haughty as is pile high-built and proud 
Comes he in peace ? what wind hath bUwo him hither 
I lets conjc& ure th an whentirftlfaw 
The fumptuom Dahh floating this way : 
His habit carries peace, his brow defian 

Sam. Or ceornot, alike to me he coma. 

Cho.His fraught wee (boo (hall know,fae nowani 

Har. I come not Samfon, to condole thy chance, 
Auhde perhaps, yctw ; had no* been, ,^^ 



II2 oamjofi Jfgonijies. 

Though for no friendly intent I -am ni'Gatfj, 
-Mcncall me Harafba, offtockrenowa'd 
AsOe or A ;andthe£»MWW<Md 
That!? held, lh011 !cnown: mc now 

Ifthou at all art known. Much I have heard 

Ofthy prodigious might and Seats paformd 
Incredible to me, iathisdifpleas'd. 

That 1 VTOS never prclcnt on the place 
Of thofi encounter;, where we might have tn'd 
Each others force in camp or lilled field : 
And now am come to (ee otwhom fitch noile 
too Hath waik'd about, and each limb to iurvcy, 
If thy appearance anfwer loud report, 

Sam. The way to know were not to fee but take. 

Her. Doft thou already fingk me ? 1 thought 
Gives and the Mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Had brought mc to the field where thou art tam'd 
To have wrought Rich wonders with an Affes JttW i 
1 (hould have fore'd thee foon wifli other arms, 
Or left thy carfcafi where theAls lay thrown : 
So had the glory otProweis been recover' J 

MO To,' m, won by a Phiiipm 

Fronvthe unforeskinn'd race, of whom thou bear it 

The higheft name For valiant Acb, that honour 

Certain to have won by mortal duel from thce > 

] 1, »fe, prevented by thy eyes put out. (but do 

Sam. Boaft not of what thou would!! have doi 
What then thou would'it, thou feed it in thy 1 

J In: Tocombatc with a blind man I dil n, 
And thou halt need much walhing to betoueht. 

Such ufage as your honourable Loi 

>rd me ailailin I and betray'd, 

Whoduritnotwiiluhir r 



" 



U 



Samjon u 

In fight wichlla Imefing 

Nor in the houfe with c 

Clofe-banded durft attaquc me, 

Till they hadiuY'da nanwithth, 
Breaking her A 

Thereto. m ft 

Some narrow place 

Or rather flight, n 
,- : Then put ■ tilth 

And Bngandme of 
Vant-brafsandGrevcs, 
A Weavers beam, 

J only .wiih an Oafc'n (raff will i thee 
Andraife luch out-crii , 

Which long (hail not . f0 mtbyli 

That in a little 

Thou oft (hail wifli thy 1 

Again in lately 

140T0 Samjon, bi 

II ar. Thij iinotti . .iT 

Which greatefl Hero; n, 

Thir ornament 
And black enchai 
Arm'd thee, or chai 

Heaven 

Feigndfhutl 
Where Itr« 

Wove brill: 
OfchaPt wild ! 

»so Sam. [ kne 
My truft is in the Ir 

AtmyN 

1* 
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1 114 OMmjvn sign 

Thenthiaej tie I efeloefoui -, 

The pi eofmy» 

For pr i ifi EtygO^ 

Go to hi* 1 pit*, r *w 

x jifoi . fpread be) him 

Howb ly ircon- glory now 

^Which Ico bethepo / God 

andchall totheteft, 

( ;t»eombat thee his C! npionbold, 

With 1 utraoft of bis Godhead feconded: 
Ti bouflialtfte, ot tfcertothy forrow 

Soon lj whofcGodis ilroni;cih thine or mine 

IL-y. Prdiirnenotonihy God, what e*re he In 
Thee here] *, c > (not, hath enroll 

Quite from his people, and delivered up 
7°Into thy Enemies hand, permitted them 
To put" our. both thine eyes, and fettcr'd (end tht 
Into the common Prifbn, tfcere to grind 
Among the Slaves and Afles thy comra- 

As good for nothing ehe, no better lerviee 
\ ithofcthyto t*rous locks, no worthy matt 
r r'v wrtoaflail, norby theft .1 
Of noble nr, fb to ftainehbhonour, 

Barbers razor beftfubdu'd. 

., for I 7 arc 

Tromi. terveai 

. I . Dtofbis final] a 

YV1 

C ant ; 

In . iwhi ' n 

1 







Smnfon Agoniji 

By combat to d 7od is God, 

Thine or whom I with , :Cj 

jhfor- I ait i that 

ipoHcwilla- 

A 1 » R^ ' ' Robi 

S 

J >c thy 

TbirM It it, 

A>a i- c 

Into ourhsmds : for 1 

Notorious n 

htAskalaHy who r didri^^H 

Thenlikc a Robfc 

aoo The 

Went up v :dp 

To ( 

S/*w*. Arnon g the C twj 

Ichofc 



aft 



;;/: "; I ' 



And in y 

But your i ic.t: ,: 
Under ote 












Appoint* 

Whothr 

aioTov/rin 
Thar! 
When I pen 
As on in 
I 

I 

It i 

But I ] 













ill, 



infc rj 

Samf A t 



c-brei up bound, prefunvd 

A jgcbelliOQanddidhoftilcAas. 

9]'. noprira hutaperfonrak'd 
I \V;;hilrcn£?' nt and command rromheav*n 

- Tofrec ray< inintrey 5 ihheir femle minds 
W Me thirdditrcrct felt would dot receive, 
Bur torhir N lafters garc me up Fur nought, 
TV unworthier they ; whence to this day they fcrvc. 
] was to do my part from Hcav'n ailign'd, 

And Bad performed it if my known offence 

sio Had noc difablM me, not all your force : 
Theft Hiihs rehired, aniwer thy appellant 
Though by his blindnefs Euaim'd for high attempts, 
Whonow defies thee thrice to Gnglc light, 
Asa petty enterprise of final) enforce. 

Har. Willi thee a Man condcmn\l,a Slave enrol'd, 
Due by the Law to capital puniihmem ? 

To light with thee no man of arms will d u 

.nflhhoufonh^vain r,toiurv me, 

To defcant on my ftrength, a;: e thyverdu? 

-<° Come nearer, partnot hence U> flight inionn\i • 
But take good heed my hand turvey not thec. 

I-l. -. OS^ki .' can my ears unw*d 
i eft dilhonours$ andnotrenderd b? 

. Ho man \vhl>holds thee, nothi ;fromi 

r [incurable; bring up thy van, (ha 

ttcr*d, but my nil: is tree. 

//.;r. Thi leiK* other kind of anftrer fits. 
Sam. award, left 1 run upon 1 > 

' ugh in thefc chai , bulk wilhout ipirk v 

>o buffet lay thy jlruchire low, 

Grfwingthee in the Air, th< (hth< ' 

To i thy brains and JhaLLci'd hvb , 



7/<*r. By , 

Thcfc br fin 1 

Cbor. HisGiamfhipi 
Stalking with left uneemfc 
And lower lool 

Sam. 1 dreidhimnot, r 
Though fain 

ft 6o All of Gigantic fixe, I 

C/*?r. He ? 

And with malici- ; p 

Somew tyot *eryetfm 

Sam. Me muft i ccauf! 

Will not dar^ mention, 1 
Whether he durll accept tl 
And that he duril nor t; 
Much more affliction ch< 

They cannot well impofc, v 

J70 ]f they intend advantag 
The work of mai 
With no fmall profit daily toi 
But come what 
Myfpeedieft friend 

Theworfttfe 

Yet foic may fall e 

Is hate, not help'. 
Draw thir< 
( . Oh ho 

> To the Spirit : 

When God 

Puts inviw ^ 

To 11th 

1 he I 

I: 

1 






1 ^ 
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T .<-r, but raging ropurfuc^ ■ 

and ail fiich ash nourTruthj 

hir Ammunition 
,r defeats 
in Heroic magnitude of mbd 

ledeftial vigour arm^ 
Thir Arm ■■- 5 and Magafcins contemn?, 

iclcrsiin niufcicfs, while » 

With winged expedition 

;viftas the lightning glance he executes 
I Gserraadon tbewicked, \vhofurpm\l 
Lufc thir defence diftra&ed and aniT/Ah 

But patience is more oft iheexcrcile 
Of Saints, the trial ot thirforritude, 
:: Making them each his own Deliverer, 
And Victor over all 
That tyrannic or fortune can inflict*. 
Either oftbefe is in thy lor, 
*S y with might endu'd 

Above the Sons of men ; but fight bereav'd 
May chance to number thee wuh thole 
Whom Patience linally mufterown. 
This Idols day hath bin to thee no day of refi 
Labouring thy mind 
:I » More then the Working day thy hands, 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind. 
Fori J< (cry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 
A Scepter or quaint ftaff he bears, 
Comes n, (peed in his look. 

difcern him now 







:■■:- 






Off, Ebrcwi, the Pri.-,"nc- Sam 

Chor. Hisnianadi m, 

Off. Sam »i to the ourL j 

Tb»day toDago* , 

VVicfa Sacrifice*, Triumph, rn ; 

'fhyftrcngthci v.: 

And now lorn- 

Tohoaourthii sFeair, at fi. Voly - } 

Rifetberefort corneal 

Where I will fee d 

To appear as fits before th'ilh 

S.itn. Thou knowil. I 
Our Law Fori it thir (than, 

Mypvfcncc- for that < frcome. 

Of Tbisan not 

Sam. Have:.: -Tt 

OfGymnic Artifts, V ;, Rur 

Jugle'rs and Dancer.;, A 

But they mull pic 

And over-labour'd at thir pu .' i , 

To ma kc them l port i vi ty > 

Do they not feck occafion oi i 

On my refufal todiftrcls me more, 

Or nuke a game of my ? 

Return the way thoucai f, 1 will not come. 

Of Reg thyiaf, th 

Sam. ^ lelf? my ■ 
Can they think m n, io dc 

With corporal! inide, thati 

'ill CO' fuel 

Altfcoug hir drudge, t< 

And in my i mow 

To mew them feats, y b- 

Hi 
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Th< fail mil: itiesj yrt on me \ 

Jovii ithcxi -a comcmpr ? I will not come 

My m if gt was imposed on mc with (weed, 
g r :s nodctay: isthisthytcfoktion ? 

t 4 Sotal it with wh&tfpeed thy nieflage needs, 
1 am (brry what this ftaut&cfi will produi e. 

perhapsthou lalthavecaufetol ow indeed. 

r. Confider, Somfe*i matters now are ibain'd 
Llo co thehightb, whether to hold or break j 
! [ e *s gone, and who knows how he may report 
' | Tsy words by adding fuel to the flame? 
Expe# another meflage more imperious, 

Mpre Lordly thundering then thou well wilt beafi 

SrfW. Shall Iabufethis Confecratcd gift 
Of (brcngth, again returning with my hair 
After mv great tr&nlgreffion, (o requite 
Favour n ncw\l, and add a greater fin 
Byproltitutingholy things to Idols ; 
A Na&aptt in place abominable 
Vaunting my fcrength in honour to thir Dag 
Bcfides, how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 
Whatadt more execrably unclean, prophane ? 

( for, Yet'wkbtbis ftrengththouferv'ft the $- 

] trous, uncircumciAl, unclean. (fi^ s % 

: . Not in thirldol-worftup, but by labour 
I foncft an wfiil to dclcrvemy food 
Ofth ■ v ho have me in thir civil power. ( N 

■.--. ' v!.vreL!K'!K;irtjoynsnot,outv.'arviacl^dc[ 

•' Sam. Where outward force conftraines,thc(eni 
Butwhoconfl stra to the Temple <SDagon 9 (holds 
r ' dragging? . hiUftian Lards command. 

mm noconftraim*. If I obey them, 

I do it -ly ; venturing to di/j 

i 







God for the fes Man, •and M refer, 

ggi ( ioA behind : winch in 1 
Si rail never, U , I nd & 

Yet that he raa] difpen! ih me 
Predentin Tern] Rites 

J?r For fbme iroportam c br. 

Char. How thouwih 1 ms n 

5rtW. B ifgoodcou (reach. 

Some rouzing motii in an 
Tofomethi mythouj 

Iwiththi I 

Nothing to do. before, ! 

Our Law, oj 
If then 

This day will dc r» 
c0 By feme greai a&, i 

Cbor. iiui; : 
0/ Sax :. il 
To thee I 

Our C 

Anddar'ft thottatmirfenc 

DHpute tbycon ;S cor:- i ; 

Grweihallfindft 

And lumpen 
Th bth rmliet 

,„ : . I, *»* 

Which ton l15 ' 

Yelk no v. 

Becaufe tl 

Like a ft, I 

^ 

Tofucb 
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122 Samfm Agomfles, 

( So mutable are all the ways of mm ) 
Yerthisbe (im hingco comply 

410 Scandalous or forbjddcn w our Law* 

; I praife thy reflation, doll fhcfe links: 
p >mpliance thou wilr win the Lords 

To favour, and perhaps to fetthee tree. 

San*. Brethren farcwcl, your company along 
I will not wi(h, U'li- it perhaps offend them 
To fee me girt with Ptieads 5 and how the fight 

H On common Enemy, 

B SoJiv; -:->a\ may nowcxafpcmtcrhcm 

F' I know not: Lords are Lordlieit in thir -.vine ; 
4 nd the weli-fcafied Prieft then (boned lird 
With zeal, if aught Religion fecm concerned ; 

No ids the people on thir Holy-days 
Impetuous, lnlblem, unquenchable ; 
H-jpp'n what nuy, of meexpeft to hear 
Nothing difhonourable, impure, unworthy 

Our God, our Law, myN m 9 ormyieli, 
Thelaftof me or no I cannot w.u vam. 

Cbor. Go, and the Holy One 
Of Ifraelbc thy guide 
440 To what may fervc his glory bell', and I'pread his BXL 
Great among the Heathen round : 

Send the Angel oi thy Birth to ftand 

Fa ft by the , who from thy Fathers field 

Rode up in flames after bis meflage told 

OFthy conception, und be now alhield 
Or lire ; that Spirit that Eric ruftit oi: tbee 
fn the Camp ok Dan 

Be efficacious in the, at need. 

For never was from Heaven irn; 
<sc 'Turcot' itr 1 lb 



to 



1 r. 
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• ,\ lV wond'rou3 actions hatl n. 

/tercfore comes old Manoa m fachhaft 
Vh youthful ftcp«? much livelier r !c 

SLfefl* fuopofing hereto find bs£ 
Sr of him bringing towfcn ? ladne* 

.*,„• Peace with you brethren ; my aft ment 
Was not at prefent here to find my Son, • (hither 

Bvorderofthe Lotdsncw parted hence 

, To come and play Wb« &«n at thu " Fcaft - 
, !lC ard all as I came, thedry rings 
^ numbers thither fl , I bad no will, 
HU mould fee rc'ttod- roafi y. 

But that which mov'd my coming now, was chichy 
To ^ve ye part with nr « 

With good fuccefi to work his lib 
C for That hop. much rejoyce us to partake 

With thee; Gqric .-cndSirc, ,thirft 

Afo». 1 have attempted one 
Either at home, or d ,H the 1 g, 

• With (Implication pror. • 

Tuaca-ptofranfomeformySonr 

Some much avcrie 1 found and wondi 
Contemptuous, proud, fa jeaod -e; 

That part moil i nc\i 

Others more mod * tbn 

Private rw -Inch both God* 

( They eafily would let to tale, a third 
1 More generous far and civ il, who con 
I They : i rev g rc ~ 

'Thir hthir 

1 Iwi 
con 

stbat? it weed 
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Cbor, Donbtlefs the people (homing to behold 
Thirom at dread, capi md blind before tb 
O nepi of ftrength bef themfhown. 

j] His ranfom, it my wholeinhei itance 
May con :it, Ihall willingly be paid 

tberddown: much rather I fhall chufe 
I ' i li 1 c the pooreft in my Tribe, then richefl , 
And he in that calamitous prifon left] 
No, lam fixt not to part hence without him. 
For hisredemption all my Patrimony, 
If need be, I am ready to forgo 
And emit: not wanting him, I (Ball want nothing. 

Cbor. Fatness are wont to lay up.forthir Sons, 
Thou for thy Son art bent to lay out all \ 
.Sons wont to nude thir Parents in old age, 

Thou in old age car 'it how tonouriethy Son 

Made older then thy age through eye-fight loth 
Man. It ihall be my delight to tend h t y es, 

And view him fitting in the houle, enohl'd 

With all thole high exploitsby him atchiev'd, 
And on bis moulders waving down thole locks, 

That or a Nation arm'dthe ftrength contain'd .' 
And i perfwademe God hath not permitted 
His ftrength again to grow up with his hair 

G i(bn'4 round about him like a Camp 
C)i raithful Soukhery, were opt mspurpoic 
.u- .1 ufe him further yet in (bme | 
N01 to fit idle with U) great a 
Ufclefs, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And fine* bis ftrength with < . .i.v. was not loll, 
God will rellore him eye-fight to bis il 

( . Thy hope:; arc not ill founded nor ieeni \ 
Oflr ilhyjoy 

c: 








^ r,;v'd aei afeletoaFatb 

1,1 1 :; 11 1 , , ,w yov.r tViendi —O what 

MfcTofheaV^Xtbid 

• j" ; r J,ly lnudl.nl the I 

As if the whole inh ittonperift _ 

Blo d death tdeathMdeet re m that note, 

R ,„n, delrnicYion at tb eutmd point, 

Man. Ol' ruin indeed me thought 1 heard the node', 

Oh k continues, they have flain my Son. 

Cbor. ThySoS rather llayr. m, that outcry 

From daughter of one toe cot; ;aicend 
»o Mm. Some d.tmai accident it needs muft be 5 
What (hall we do, fby here or run and fee ? 

Cbor. Belt keep to. -e,left runmngthul 

We unawares run into dangers mouth. 
This evil on the! wisfaffn, 

From whom could t '■• 

The fuiferers then wiB fcarcetnofett us here, 
From other hand not much R ar. 

What if his. (for to 

Nothing ishard) by miracle reftor'd, 
He sow be deabo : de among h is foes 
And over heaps ughtcr'd v 

- Afes.Tnatw< [oyprefumpt 

Cher. Yet God i 

Fori p!e. 

Man. Heca lol! 

"5 'l.,p:A h 

A3 

. 
For evil . • 
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And to (Ml (h I feeooe hither fpeeding, 

An Jibrcv\ i I of ourTritar. 

v wbithcrflwlJ I run, or which w 

7"; it ofth rid I. 

aril my ej lehcld and ye i behold j 

Fordirc imagination full purine me. 
But providence or iuftinctot nature feems, 
Or rcafon though diflurbVi, and fcarft conftr 
To have guided mc aright, i know D0t how. 
To the iirlt reverend Mawa, and to thefc 
My Countrc yin-iu whom herd knew rem: 
& atfbmedillancefrom the place of hm rour, 

So in the (ad event too much concerned. 

Man. The accident Was loud,and heard befoi 
With rueful cry, yet v/lru it was \v «r not, 
No Preface needs, thou ieeit we long to know. 

Meji. It would burii: forth, but I recover 
And feflft diitraft, to know well \ -t hitter. 

Maru Tell us the fum, the: cireuinlb.nce defer. 

Meff. Gaz,a yet (bands, bur all her Sons are i 
A!l in a moment overwhelmed and falPn. 
S7 o Man, Sad, bur thou knowft i 
ThcdefoktiDfl of a Hoftilc City. 

MfffSecdon that hr!l,therc may in 

Man. Relate by whom. '!'. By Samfe*. . 

(Man. Thm (BUkfloM 

The furrow, and convers ic nigh. CO toy. 

Meffl Ah j $1 refrain, too Suddenly 

To utti -r ill caoae at n • 

Leftcvil Hi v?kh too rude irruption 

H by aj tr Should p 

Man, Sufpc in iv orture, fpeak t 

A/*//; Then ;akcr the wj Ssmfimkfa 
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, /:;1 "jTj, acd 

Hath paid bi tnfom n< m< 
'bat windy :id . ! 

Hopeful of his Delivery, 

Abortive us the firft-born I 

Nipt with the laj ign 

YeccV. I givcti 

How di'd ne ? death toli ►crown orfhame. 

All bv him fell thou fay 'ft, \v m fc 

What glorious t Sarnfonh md? 

Mcif. On '^* ; 

Man.V- ■ -icd with fi htcr norhow?exp 

il*//. By b -'n hinds. 

Man. Self-vi latcaufc 

Brought him fo fi at variance with bimfctf 
Among his foes? itf# Ine 
At once both ro deftvy and be (boy*d ; 
The Edifice where all v met to fee him 
1 Upon thir heads and on ■ 

Man. Olaftlyovcrftrongaj 
A dread full way thou rook'lfc to th 
More then anough we know \ but while- 

Areinconfui' 

Eye-witnel's of what 6ffl or laft wa ne, 

Relation move pa 

Meff. Occ wrr 

And as the gates 1 ent 

T 

v 

gtb 



I 



% 






L 
Not to be 
Tbc build • 



It wifle 



.-•". buc minded 

wi two main Pil i ulted high, 
With : rcall the I • ;.mdca h d rcc 

01 rletin , 

ffso The other ti lop'n, \ cthcthrong 
On banks and fcaflblds under ! might Hand j 
h mongthefc aloofobfeure . 

.!• and noon gr< w high, and Sacrifice 
Had fili'd thir hearts with mirth,bigh chear,and v 
VVhcn to thir (ports they tum'd. Immediately 
Was S on asa public (ervdnt brought, 
In thir ftatc Livery clad j before him Pipe? 
And Timbrel i, on each fide went armed guards, 
K\h horfc and fbotbefore him and behind 

fto Archery and Stingers, Cataphrapis and Spears* 

At: fight oHiim ihe people with a fliout 

i el die Air clamouring thir god with praile, 

\\ ho had made thir dreadful enemy thir thrall 
He patient but undaunted where they led him, 
Came to the place, and what was fei before him 
Which without help of eye might beaSay'd, 
To heave, pull, draw, or break, he frill pcrfornul 
All with incredible, ftupendious force, 
Noncdaringto appear Antagonift. 
**© At length for intermiffion fukc they led him 
BetM i the pillars • he his guide rauidled 
(For io : iueh as nearer llood we heard) 
As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 
v armson thofetwomafficPill 



Saw on 



*g? k 



: t ] t in hisarms, with bead vfcile. <j, 

kfome at matter in bis n: 
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fga\ i main (upport 

unlu/piciousicdhinii s 









P 

A iv 

Orfomegri ...,__ 

Atlaft withhead a 

J Firhcrro, Lords, what your com: imposM 

I ha*e pctform'd, as r 

fforwithoutw* ; or d* : c beheld 

Now of my o n aqcord fut 1 

1 mean to fh 

As with an fijall 

Xhisutter'd, I 

As with the force i 

WhcnMour !e, th o KB i 

With horrible con vulfion to ; 

He tugged, hp took, till . 

Trie whole root th burft i 

Upon the heads* h, 

Lords, Ladies, C , 

Thir choice i 

Of this bur each 

Met from all p 

Samfinwith tl 

PulPd down th 
The vulgar only 

CLw. Ocleariv 

Living or dying tl \ 

Thewbrl I 

Tolfraet, 

Anion v.ird 

willin 
lire 

hce ... 

J 
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And 1^ e ' f€ 



zam\oft Jigompe 

whiicaHolocauft, 



3- afhic womb now reenvd, 



, fi S***fcr. Whikihirheamwcrej cund&fubL^ From out beraimewo^nuwu^o, 

Dr unl ith Idolatry, drunk with V , ' ^ reflounfl^, then vigorous mod 




Druok - 

And fet n d of Bulls and Goats, 

Chanting th'ir Idol, and prefmiag 

Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Sib bis bright San&uary ; 
Among them he a fpirit of phrtmic fent, 
Who hurt thir minds, ^ 
And urg*d them on with mad deiire 
Tocall in hull for thirdeftroyer ; 
€<* They only let on fportand play 
Unwcetingly importuned 

Thir own deftruo&ai to come fpecdy upon them, 

So fond are mortal men 

FalPn into wrath divine, 

As thir own ruin on them(eves to invite, 

Infenlate left, or to fenfe reprobate, 

And with blindnefs internal llruck. 

Semkhor. But he though blind of fight, 
Defpis'd and thought extinguifh't quite, 
7 W With inward eyes illuminated 
His fierie vertuc rouz'd 
From under anus into Hidden flame, 
And as an evening Dragon came, 
Aflailant on the perched roolb, 
And nclls in order rangM 
Of tame viSlatic Fowle ; but as an Eagle 
His cloudlets thunder bolted on thir heads. 
So vertuc ghr*nfor loll-, 
Depreft, and overthrown, as k 
Like drat fclf-begott'n bird 
In tb. 
That no iecondknov. or third, 




yhen moft una£tivc deem'd, 
S nd though her body die, her fame (urvives, 
AfecuIarbifdagcsofUve5, i 

Man. Come, come, no time ror lamentation now, 
v -n-inuch mo -, Samfonhnh quit hnnfclf 

TjkeSarnfix* andhcwacl> rififti 

Alife Heroic, on his Enemies 
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